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Preface

This book is written so that fencers, coaches, and parents can gain a better understanding of the
programs of the United States Fencing Association (USFA). It contains information that will allow
fencers to progress in the sport of fencing to as high a level as they desire. When there are
modifications to any of the programs described herein, such changes will be posted to the USFA
website (www.usfencing.org ). Written notification of any changes to the Handbook will be sent
from the USFA National Office via email to National Coaches, top 24 senior fencers, top 16 junior
fencers, top 12 cadet fencers, and top 8 Youth 14 fencers on the national point standings and
posted on the USFA web site. A bound copy of the book can be obtained from the USFA for $20
(includes cost of mailing).

Periodically, the USFA and the National Weapon Coaches will send by email special notices by
email to fencers on the national point standings. Fencers must keep the USFA national office
informed of their current email address(es) since it is the primary communication path to fencers
and coaches on weapon squad programs, team notifications, and updates to the Handbook. It is
just as important to ensure one’s mailing address is current to ensure receipt of information
mailed by the USFA and the National Weapon Coaches. The USFA will post the latest information
on the USFA Web site. You can communicate with the USFA by email: info@usfencing.org.

The Athlete Handbook and Operations Manual will provide fencers, coaches, administrators, and
parents the information pertinent to all aspects of US Fencing programs.

The annual Athlete Handbook is the source book for details on elite athlete programs — national
point standings, team selection, and international competitions.

The Operations Manual is the source book on the organization and operation of US Fencing
Association— corporate structure, membership requirements, competition structure and rules,
requirements for fencing in national championships.

Nothing in this Handbook overrides the rules of fencing unless specifically noted.
Changes in selection procedures will only be valid if communicated in writing by
direct communication to athletes in the top 24 in Senior, top 16 in Junior, top 12 in
Cadet, and/or top 8 in Youth 14 point standings.



Table of Contents

Chapter 1. THhe USFA Lo ettt ettt et e e e e e 1
1.1 USFA MEMDEISNID. ...ttt et et e e e et e e e et bs e e e et sbrr e e e et re e eas 1
02 U 1 N 1V 1 oo P 1
1.3, USFA MEMDEISNID ...t 2

Chapter 2.  DOmMESLIC COMPELITIONS .....ieeiieiii e e e e e e e e e e e e e aeenas 5
2.1, General DefinitiONS . ... ... ettt ettt ean 5
2.2.  ClassSifications (RALINGS) ....uuveuiieuiiieeiieiie et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ea e et e eaaeneens 5
2.3.  Competitive Opportunities within the USFA....... ..o 6
2.4. Entering CompetitionS/TOUMAMENTS .......couuiiiiiiiii et e et e e e e e e 8
P2 T = 1o 11 o1 1§V (o 0o 1 4] -1 = S 10
2.6. Equipment Requirements for Domestic TOUrNAMENTS .........couuurieunireinieeeieeeireenieeeens 11
2.7. What is a Qualifier? General Qualifying Information .............cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiinee, 12
2.8, APPEAI/PELITION PrOCESS .. ..uitiiieit ettt et e e e e e e e e enns 13
2.9. Qualifying Competition ProteSt PrOCESS .....c.uviuiiieiii e e 14
2.10. COmMPELitioN FOMMAL.... ...ttt e e e e e e e e e e e en e enns 15
N T o T o] 1o =T o 18

Chapter 3. Awarding Of POINTS .......ccuiiiiiiii e e e e e e e e ees 29
3.1. Definition of POINT STANAINGS .....uoiieiiiie e 29
3.2, Earning DOMESHIC POINTS .....cuuiiiiiiiiiiiei e e e e e e e e e e et e e e en e eneeanas 29
3.3.  Awarding of Points — INternational..............ccuiiiiiiii e 31

Chapter 4.  Point Standings and Team SeleCtion...........ccuveeiiiieiiii e 33
4.1.  Overview of Point CalCulations ...........couuiiuiii e 33
4.2, Senior POINT STANGINGS. ... ietieiin ettt et e et e et e e et e e e e e ennes 33
V7 C TN [ a1 To] gl o1 Y fS] = Vo 113 o - 34
4.4.  Cadet POINE STANINGS ....cuiiiniiiei ettt e e et e e e e e e e e e anns 35
4.5, YOUth PoiNt StANiNGS ... ccueeeieiiii e e e e 36
4.6.  Veteran Point STANAINGS ... ccuiiniiiii e e 38

Chapter 5. INTErNALIONAL .........iiie e et ees 39
5.1. International Competition CategoriES .......cuuiiuuiiiiiii e e e e eaaeeans 39
5.2.  Entry Procedures and Eligibility Requirements...........ccovieuiiiiiiiiin e 41
5.3, FIEWOrIA RANKING ..cvuieieeie e e e e e e e e e e e anas 44

Chapter 6. NatioNal TEAIMS .....c.uiiiieie e et e e e et e e e e e e aeaaens 47
6.1. Definition of National TeaM ... ... 47
6.2, INtErNAtioNal TEAMS .. iuui ittt e e e e et e e e e e e e e s 47
LR T T = Tod o] o I O 4 (= - P 51



6.4. Senior World ChampionShiPS .. ....ccucii e e e e e e enas 51

6.5. Senior Pan American Zonal ChampionShips.........c..oviiuiiiiiii e 52
6.6.  Pan AMEIICAN GAMES ..o.uuiiiiiiiiii et e e et e et e et e et e e e e e et e e et e e e e e an e e et e eean e eennes 52
6.7.  World University Games (WUG) .. .c..ieuiin it e e e 52
6.8. Junior (Under-20) World ChampionShips ........cccuieirieiieinecee e ee e e e e e e e 53
6.9. Cadet (Under-17) World Championships........c.ooeu i 53
6.10. Pan American Junior/Cadet Championships ........c.ooeuiiiiiiiii e 54
Chapter 7.  Men’s Epee — Team SeleCtION ........ccuiiiiiiiiiii e e 55
7.1. Men’s Epee Designated World Cups for 08-09.........cccuiiiuiiiiiiiieiieee e 55
7.2. Men's Epee - Senior International Teams Selection ..........cccoeevviiiiiiiiiiiii e, 56
7.3.  Men’s Epee — Junior International Teams Selection ............ccoovveviiiiiiiiineeiie e 61
7.4. Men's Epee - Cadet International Teams Selection ...........coceueiviiiiiiiiiiiin e, 61
Chapter 8.  Men’s FOil — Team SeleCtION ......ccuuiiiiiiiieiiie e e 58
8.1. Men'’s Foil Designated World Cups for 08-09.........c.uiiuiiiiiieeeee e 58
8.2. Men'’s Foil - Senior International Teams Selection ..........ccoooiviiiiiiiiiniiiie e, 63
8.3. Men’s Foil - Junior International Teams Selection.............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee, 64
8.4. Men'’s Foil - Cadet International Teams Selection ..........cc.ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 64
Chapter 9. Men’s Saber — Team SeleCtiON .......ccuiiiiiii i e 61
9.1. Men'’s Saber Designated World Cups for 08-09............coieuiiiiiiiiiieee e 61
9.2. MS - Senior International Teams Selection ............cooouiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 62
9.3. Men's Saber - Junior International Teams Selection............cc.ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiinee, 68
9.4. Men's Saber - Cadet International Teams Selection ..........ccovviveiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 68
Chapter 10. Women's Epee — Team SeleCtion ........ccuviiniiiiiii e 64
10.1. Women'’s Epee Designated World Cups for 08-09.........ccouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiei e 64
10.2. Women'’s Epee - Senior International Teams Selection ...........ccocovvevieiiiiiei i, 71
10.3. Women'’s Epee - Junior International Teams Selection............cooeoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiennne. 72
10.4. Women'’s Epee - Cadet International Teams Selection ...........ccoeeevveieeiieiiieiiieiieen, 72
Chapter 11. Women'’s Foil — Team Selection .........ccccuviiiiiiiii e 67
11.1. Women'’s Foil Designated World Cups for 08-09.........c..oviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee e 67
11.2. Women'’s Foil - Senior International Teams Selection.............ccovveviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieciees 68
11.3. Women’s Foil - Junior International Teams Selection...........c...coooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinin, 76
11.4. Women'’s Foil - Cadet International Teams Selection ...........cccoovieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee, 76
Chapter 12. Women'’s Saber — Team SeleCtion ........c.veuiiiiiii e 70
12.1. Women's Saber Designated World Cups for 08-09..........couuiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 70
12.2. Women's Saber - Senior International Teams Selection ...........c.cccovvveiiiiiiiiieiinieiinnees 71
12.3. Women'’s Saber - Junior International Teams Selection.............ccoiveiiiiiiiiiinieneennnes 80
12.4. Women's Saber - Cadet International Teams Selection ...........cccoceeiviiiiiiiiiiiiniiiinn. 80
Chapter 13. Fencer Funding and Recognition Programs ............cc.uvieieeieieenieeeeeeee e 73



13.1. Fencer RECOGNITION PrOgramMS . ......ciuueiiei e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eaneeen 73

13.2. Weapon SQUA FUNING......c...iiiiiiiei et e e e e e e e ea e eens 73
13.3. World Championship Team FUNAING.......c.oveuriiieieeee e e e e e e e 73
13.4. Athlete FUNAING PrOgramS. ... ...iuueiiii e et e e e e et e e eaaees 74
13.5. USOC Elite Athlete Health Insurance (EAHI) .....cooniieniii e 74
13.6. USOC Athlete Support Performance POOI..........cccouviiiiiiiii e 75
Chapter 14. Wheelchailr FENCING .....ieeeiei e 76
I R == 1 7 1)V 0 ] (o3 - U 1= 76
14.2. International Paralympic COMMITIEE ......c..ieuniinii i 76
0 TR 1 15) (] Y2 76
14.4. International Wheelchair Fencing Committee (IWFC) Tasks .......cccoeevveeviiiiiiiiiiniennnnn. 77
14.5. WheelChair FENCING ......ccuuiiieeeii ettt e e e e e e eeas 77
Chapter 15. Drug TeStING PrOgramMS .. ...ciueii e e e e e e e e et e e e et e et e e e et e et e eaaees 81
Chapter 16. USFA DisCIplinary ProCEAUIES ........uiiieieei et 83
16.1. Removal from Team, Loss of Points and/or FUNiNG.........ccceoviiiiiniiiei e 83
16.2. General DisCiplinary PrOCEAUIES. ... ...cuu it 87
Chapter 17. (07070 [N 0] o To [1 o! APPSR PP 91
17.1. Fencer Code of CoNdUCt AQrEeeMENT. ... ..ccuuiiieiiiei e e e e e 91
17.2. Non-Fencer Personnel Code of CONAUCT ........ccuiiuiiiniiiiiii e 94
17.3. USFA Sexual Harassment POHCY........veuuieuiieiieie e e e e e e 97

Vi



Updates and Changes to 08-09 Athlete Handbook
after November 19, 2008 Publish Date

Chapter/Appendices Section Change and/or Update Date
Chapter 2 — Domestic Competitions Section 2.8 Changed Appeal/Petition Process fee 2/25/09
Chapter 4 — Point Standings and Team Selection Section 4.2 Corrected Senior Domestic Point 2/25/09
Standings Cycle
Chapter 4 — Point Standings and Team Selection  Section 4.3 Corrected Junior Domestic Points 2/25/09
Standing Cycle
Chapter 6- National Teams Section 6.2 Clarified notification of selection date ~ 2/25/09
Section 6.4 Changed deadline date that 5" fencer ~ 2/25/09
can be selected
Chapter 7 — Men’s Epee Section 7.1 Updated Calendar 2/25/09
Chapter 8 — Men'’s Foil Section 8.1 Updated Calendar 2/25/09
Chapter 9 — Men’s Saber Section 9.1 Updated Calendar 2/25/09
Chapter 10 — Women'’s Epee Section 10.1 Updated Calendar 2/25/09
Section 10.2 Updated Senior Selection Criteria 2/25/09
Chapter 11 — Women'’s Foil Section 11.1 Updated Calendar 2/25/09
Chapter 12 — Women'’s Saber Section 12.1 Updated Calendar 2/25/09
Appendix 1 — Men’s Epee International Section 1.4 Updated Calendar 2/25/09
Calendar
Appendix 1 — Men’s Foil International Section 1.5 Updated Calendar 2/25/09
Calendar
Appendix 1 — Men’s Saber International Section 1.6 Updated Calendar 2/25/09
Calendar
Appendix 1 — Women'’s Epee International Section 1.7 Updated Calendar 2/25/09
Calendar
Appendix 1 — Women'’s Foil International Section 1.8 Updated Calendar 2/25/09
Calendar
Appendix 1 — Women'’s Saber International Section 1.9 Updated Calendar 2/25/09
Calendar
Chapter 9 — Men’s Saber Section 9.1 Designated Competition corrected 12/1/08
Chapter 10 — Women'’s Epee Section 10.1 Updated Designated competitions 12/1/08
Appendix 1 — Men'’s Saber International Section 1.6 Designated Competition corrected 12/1/08
Calendar
Appendix 1 — Women'’s Epee International Section 1.7 Updated Designated competitions 12/1/08
Calendar
Appendix 5 — 2008-2009 Forms Request for World Cup Entry Form 12/1/08

Vii

and Squad Fee Form Updated



Appendices Table of Contents

Appendix 1. ........... CaIBNUAIS ... 1
1.1, 2008-2009 USFA Dates, Event Locations & Deadlines............c.cccevevven.n. 1
1.2, Major Dates for US FENCING ...vuuvieiiiieeieee e e 2
1.3, Regional Youth Circuit Calendar ..........ccoccoviiiiiiiiiii e, 4
14, . Men'’s Epee International Calendar ..........c..ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiien, 5
15 Men’s Foil International Calendar ............coovveuiiiiiiiiiiii e, 6
1.6, Men’s Saber International Calendar .............cooivviiiiiiniiin e, 7
1.7 i, Women'’s Epee International Calendar ..............ooooiiiiiiiiiiiini, 8
1.8 i, Women'’s Foil International Calendar ............ccoooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienee, 9
1.9 . Women'’s Saber International Calendar ............ccocoivieiiiiiiiiiiiiein, 10
1.10..cccieenneee. International Championships Calendar..............ccociveiiiiiieiieineineenns 11

Appendix 2. ........... Reference Tables ... ... 12
2 FAV o =T O3 | =1 4T S 12
2.2 i, Classification Reference Chart..........ccovvviiiiiiiiiiii e 13
2.3, Domestic POINt TabIe .....couniieee e 14
24 i, Veteran Point Table ... 16
25 i, International PoINt Table ..o 17
2.6 i, USFA Sections and DiVISIONS .......c..iiuiiuiiiiiieei e 18

Appendix 3. ........... Reference DOCUMENTS ........iiuuiiii e e eeas 19
T Penalty Chart ........ccouiiii e 19
3.2, Referee Hand SignalS.........c.ioiiiiiiii e 19
3.3, Technical Updates for USFA National Tournaments...........ccccoevveinennn. 20

Appendix 4. ........... International REfEreNCe........oiiie i 21
o EQUIpPMENT REQUIFEMENTS. .. .cuuiinieii e e 21
A2 i, Relevant Excerpts from FIE Letters of Information............................. 29
4.3, Security Tips For International Travel ............occooiiiiiiiiiiiies 35

Appendix 5. ........... 2008-2009 FOIMS ...euitieeie e e et et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e eeanes 36

viii



Chapter 1 - The USFA

1.1 About the USFA

The USFA is a non-profit corporation under the laws of the State of Colorado. The Internal Revenue
Service has recognized the Association as a tax-exempt organization, 501(c)(3), and contributions
qualify as charitable deductions for the donor to the extent permitted by law. Information about
such contributions may be obtained from the USFA National Office.

The USFA is the official governing body for amateur fencing in the United States and the Fédération
International d’Escrime (FIE), the United States Olympic Committee (USOC), and other organizations
recognize its exclusive jurisdiction. It is the officially designated National Governing Body (NGB) of
fencing by the USOC.

The USFA is the sole representative of US amateur fencing in the FIE, which is the governing body
for all official international fencing competitions including the World and Olympic Fencing
Championships. Any US fencer wishing to participate in official international competitions must be
accredited by the USFA to the FIE or to the host country as to amateur standing and qualification.

Details on the operations of the USFA are described in the latest edition of the USFA Operations
Manual available at the USFA website. The Operations Manual explains the competitive opportunities
for all members and the manner in which competitions should operate within the tenets of the
organization and of the sport.

The governance of the organization is specified in the 2001 USFA Bylaws, also found on the USFA
website.

1.2 USFA Mission

Direct, administer, and promote the sport of fencing in the US.

Develop programs, services and opportunities that enable fencers from recreational to
Olympian level to reach their maximum potential.

To select athletes and cadre to participate and secure Olympic, World Championship and Pan
American medals.

GOALS OF THE USFA

1. To enhance International Influence and Competitive Performances
Objectives
a. Enhance political influence in the FIE and Pan American Confederation
b. To professionalize coaches within the USFA and enhance fencer financial support

2. To Enhance USFA Governance Structure
Obijectives
a. To further refine and define the appropriate roles of the USFA Board of Directors and
the USFA committees to strengthen their operational functions and outcomes in
service to USFA mission and goals.
b. To review and enhance current division and section organizational structure to better
reflect and manage growth while improving the delivery of services membership
c. Reuvisit division and sectional competitive pathway as a result of organizational
recommendations
d. Vertically integrate Wheelchair Fencing into US Fencing
3. To Enhance and Increase the Delivery of Services to Members
Obijectives
a. To develop an enhanced USFA website complete with on-line entry capability



b. Increase the number of clubs at the high school and college level
4. To Increase USFA Revenues
Objectives
a. To develop and implement branding and marketing plans to enhance USFA products
capitalizing on the Athens Olympic success
b. To solicit corporate and private grants, and VIK contributions.

1.3 USFA Membership

USFA membership is required to compete in any USFA sanctioned event. The membership year
begins on August 1 and ends on the following July 31. All dues are payable on application for
membership and thereafter on or before the next membership year begins. Membership dues are
not prorated at any time. Renewals processed at any date beginning August 1 will expire July 31. A
new member joining the USFA for the first time for 1 year, whose dues are paid between April 1 and
July 31, will be entitled to membership through the next membership year.

Membership Dues

The annual dues of the USFA, as approved by the USFA Board of Directors, are as follows:

CLASS OF MEMBERSHIP ANNUAL DUES DUES PAID FOR 3 YRS.
Competitive Member
Senior $60 $140
Junior $60 $140
Coach Competitor $60 $140
Veteran $60 $140
Non-Competitive Member
Associate $50 NA
Coach Associate $50 NA
Parent Associate $50 NA
Family* $110 NA
Life Member (Lump Sum) $1,200 NA
Life Member (Supporting)** $120** NA

*Family membership allows for a maximum of four persons at the same address to join for the single
fee of $110. Within the family membership, up to two persons will hold competitive membership; the
remaining two are considered “Associate” or non-competitive members and can not fence in USFA or
international competitions.

**The Board of Directors voted in July of 2004 to develop a new class of competitive, voting
membership to be known as Supporting. Membership dues for this class of membership are one-
tenth the dues for Life membership at the time of enroliment. Upon payment of supporting
membership dues for ten consecutive years, the membership will be automatically converted to Life
membership. Dues must be paid in ten consecutive years. Failure to pay dues for one year will
forfeit all prior dues payments.

How to Become a USFA Member

To become a USFA member visit our website, www.usfencing.org. From there you can either use the
online registration system (if you are 13 or over) or download an application from the Forms area
and return the application with your dues by fax or by regular mail to the fax number or address
listed on the application. You can also call or email the National Office for an application: 719-866-
4511 or info@usfencing.org. You may also sign up at most local tournaments in your area. Please
be aware though that the USFA cannot consider you a member in good standing or provide you with




proof of membership until your application and dues have been processed by the National Office. If
you do sign up at a local event, it is your responsibility to ensure that your application is forwarded to
the National Office in a timely manner.

Membership Benefits

There are several benefits associated with USFA Membership:

Subscription to American Fencing magazine, published four times a year.

Secondary Athlete Accident/Excess Medical Insurance: covers USFA sanctioned activities
(contact USFA Membership Services for policy specifics.).

Coaches Liability Insurance: contact USFA Membership Services for details.

Voting privileges: Members 18 and over as of Feb. 1 of the membership year who have
provided their date of birth, have the right to vote on USFA issues and in USFA elections.
Right to compete in USFA sanctioned competitions (competitive membership - must meet
eligibility requirements of specific competition).

Discounts on Travel and Fencing Equipment.

USFA Membership Card: Recognition as a member of U.S. Fencing

Membership dues support the sport at all levels from grassroots to the Olympic and
Paralympic Games

USFA Membership gives you the opportunity to compete or qualify to compete in local, regional, and
national events. For parents and coaches, membership allows you the opportunity to participate in
the administration of your Division, Section, and at a National Level.

Sections/Divisions

For local and regional operational responsibilities, the United States is divided into ten Sections and
67 Divisions. These administrative units then schedule competitions for the different weapons and
age groups, tailored to the needs of their area. Among the competitions that are scheduled, the
Divisions and Sections have the responsibility to conduct specific competitions to qualify a prescribed
number of fencers to the Junior Olympic Fencing Championships and the Summer National
Championships. Fencers may earn classifications at these competitions if specific criteria are met.

Voting

Members in good standing who are 18 and over, as of February 1% of the membership year and who
have provided the USFA with their date of birth by February 1% of the membership year may vote on
matters of the USFA in accordance with the provisions of the USFA Bylaws.

Division and Section Affiliation

The Division that a member can declare is based on his or her residence, location of the school that
member is attending, or location of club that the member will represent in USFA competitions. Each
year a member must declare the Division affiliation for that membership year. That Division is then
the one from which the fencer must qualify to the USFA National Championships and the Junior
Olympic Fencing Championships. The member may request a change in Division if he or she moves
to a new geographic location and notifies the USFA office of the new address and Division change
request in writing. Members who are living or working for an extended period of time outside of the
United States or active duty military can request “National” Division affiliation. Appeals on the basis
of missing a Division qualifying competition due to going to school elsewhere will not be considered.



Club Representation and Affiliation

The term “club”, as used in these rules, includes any organized fencing group of individual members.
The group may be affiliated with a club, industrial institution, association, or other entity. A
recognized club is one that has a relatively stable organizational structure and membership, a place
for regular fencing activity, and preferably a professional fencing master for lessons and training. The
division affiliation of a member club shall be the primary location where its regular fencing activity is
conducted. A club may only be a member of one division.

A distinction is made between club “affiliation” and “representation.” A fencer may be affiliated with
more than one club but can represent only one of them (except as provided for below) in USFA
competitions during one fencing season.

1. A fencer may at any time resign from one club and join another, or join or hold
membership in two or more clubs. However, within the same fencing season, no fencer
may represent in competition more than one club without special permission of the Board
of Directors. The fencer’s first stated club affiliation at a USFA competition in each
fencing season will determine that fencer’s club representation for that season.

2. A college or scholastic fencer, who is also a member of another recognized club, may
represent his or her school in dual meets and other interscholastic or intercollegiate
competitions, and also represent the other club in USFA competitions. In addition, if the
rules of his or her school conference require it, he or she may represent his or her school
or fence unattached in all USFA individual competitions held during the school fencing
season or, in the case of collegiate fencers, during the period in which NCAA rules
regarding playing dates have jurisdiction. Such fencers may represent their club during
the other portions of the fencing season.

Fencers who represent their club after having represented their school during the fencing season
must represent their club for the remainder of that fencing season. Fencers who represent their
school outside the dates when required to do so, must represent their school for the remainder
of the fencing season. Under no circumstances can fencers represent both their school and their
club at any one National Championship tournament.

3. A fencer who, while a member of a recognized club, elects to fence unattached, may not
be permitted to represent any club during the remainder of the season in individual
competition, and may not compete in team competitions except as noted above for
collegiate fencers in NCAA schools.

All fencers should notify the National Office of all club affiliations at the start of the fencing season or
as such club affiliations change. They should also notify competition organizers of such affiliations
even if representing another club (or school) or fencing unattached for reasons given above.
Competition organizers should apply the same criteria for separating fencers with the same club
affiliations as they do for fencers with the same club representation.

If a fencer represents a club that closes during the season with no plan of reopening in the future, or
if a fencer makes a permanent move of physical residence into another geographical area that fencer
may request to have his or her club representation changed, subject to approval. The resignation of
a coach, conflict within a club, or change of affiliation due to either will not be recognized as
justification to change club representation. A fencer in this situation will have to either remain with
his or her stated club or fence unattached for the remainder of the season.



Chapter 2 - Domestic Competitions

2.1 General Definitions

A competition (or event) is the aggregate of the bouts (individual competitions) or of the matches
(team competitions) that determine the winner of the event. Competitions are distinguished by
weapons, by gender, by age, by classification, and by individual competition vs. team competition.

A tournament consists of several competitions held at the same venue in the same period of time.

2.2 Classifications (Ratings)
What are Classifications?

For the purpose of distinguishing between levels of performance and providing an objective scale for
the seeding of competitions, fencers are classified nationally on the basis of competitive experience
and achievement into the following classifications: A (highest), B, C, D, E, U (Unclassified, lowest).
Classifications are written as A08, B06, B05, with the letter indicating the classification and the
number indicating the latest year when that classification was earned or re-earned.

How are Classifications Earned?

Classifications are earned at USFA rated competitions. The rating of a competition determines which
classifications are awarded, and the number for each type. Please see Appendix 2.2 for the
Classification Reference Chart.

Changes in classifications are allowed at USFA sanctioned individual competition restricted to
Veterans and to Junior fencers. Division, Section and Regional Youth and Cadet competitions must
meet or exceed criteria for C1 to award changes in classification. Classifications may be awarded
only at tournaments at which electrical apparatus for the scoring of touches (i.e., does not require
conductive strips) is used.

The classification of a fencer in one weapon has no effect on his/her classification in another weapon
and is not affected by his/her winning or competing in individual three-weapon competitions,
invitational meets, intercollegiate competitions, or unofficial club and inter-club competitions.

How are Classification Changes made Official?

Classifications must be certified in writing to the Director of Membership Services by the organizer of
the competition in which said classification was earned. Every member of the USFA is personally
responsible for ascertaining his or her own classification in each weapon. To avoid questions with
respect to individual fencers, each Division, through its Executive Committee or other designated
officer or committee, should certify all classification changes (both major and minor) to the National
Office. Changes should be reported within two weeks. Failure to report changes in a timely fashion
may affect fencers competing in a national competition

Classification updates must be submitted to the USFA National Office using the Classification Change
Form (available on the USFA website). This form must be signed by a Division Officer, validating the
results. The USFA cannot change a fencer’s classification without this signed form. If your
classification update has been delayed, please contact the competition organizer or your
Section/Division officer to determine if the form has been submitted. Once this report is filed with
the USFA National Office, the change in classification will be made. Classifications are posted on the
USFA website by Division and are updated weekly.



How long are Classifications Valid?

Classifications are valid for four membership years (August 1-July 31) after they are earned. If after
four years the classification has not been re-earned, it then reverts to the next lowest letter and the
current year. Such change will be enacted at the beginning of the new fencing season, August 1.
For example, if you earned a B in 2004 (B04), and did not re-earn your B for four years, your B
would become a C08 on Aug 1 of 2008. If you then did not re-earn your C08 for four more years, it
would become a D12 on Aug 1, 2012.

2.3 Competitive Opportunities within the USFA
Types of Competitions

Open — An Open competition is one in which all competitors are eligible to compete without regard to
their divisional membership, classification, rank, or age (except for minimum ages as specified in this
handbook). Eligibility requirements are explained in 2.5. The same rules apply to all USFA events
that do not carry a specific age restriction (youth, cadets, juniors, and veteran events)-whether they
are NAC or national championship events, or run by a club, division, or section.

To compete in a USFA-sponsored "open" event, all fencers must be at least 13 years old on January
1 of the competitive season in question- unless the fencer is on the National Junior point standings at
the entry deadline for that competition. This rule was developed to be consistent with age
requirements set by the international fencing community. It is part of a developmental framework
designed to give young fencers appropriate competitive bouts as they grow.

Closed — A Closed competition is a sectional, interdivisional, or divisional competition in which
eligibility is limited on the basis of sectional or divisional membership.

Age Restricted - Any USFA age restricted competition can be rated for classification change
consideration except for those competitions that are restricted to Cadet (Under 17 or Under-16) or
Youth age categories must meet the criteria for a Group C1 or higher for the competition to be
ranked for classification changes. [BOD, Jul, 2003]

Restricted — Competitions may be restricted to fencers under or over a certain age, to Unclassified
fencer or novice, or to other categories of fencers provided that an appropriate description of the
basis of eligibility of contestants must be announced in the schedule. Restricted competitions may
not be rated unless the restriction is based solely upon fencers’ classifications or age or Division or
Section membership.

Youth — Competitions for those who are 10 and under, 12 and under, and 14 and under.

Championships — The USFA sponsors National Championships for different levels of development and
for different age groups: Junior Olympic Fencing Championships for Under-20 and Under-17 age
group fencers, held during Presidents’ weekend in February; Division I, 1A, I, 111, Veterans (age 40
and older), Under-19, Under-16, and Youth 14 — all at the Summer National Championships the first
week of July. Each category of National Championships includes competitions for each of the six
weapons: Men'’s Epee, Foil, and Saber and Women'’s Epee, Foil, and Saber. The USFA also sponsors
the Wheelchair National Championships in all weapons except women’s saber (that competition is not
held at its World Championships or the Paralympic Games.)

Fencers in the following membership categories are NOT ELIGIBLE to compete in any USFA
sanctioned competition: Coach Associate, Parent Associate, or Associate. Also fencers who are
under the age of 7 on January 1 of the membership year are not eligible to compete in any USFA
competition.



National Championships

Division 1
The Division | National Championships are championships for fencers on the Senior point standing
and the top juniors and cadets on their respective point standings. They are held in conjunction with
the April NAC in the year of the Olympic Games; otherwise they are held at the Summer National
Championships. Fencers qualify for these Championships via the national point standings and top
fencers from the last Division IA and Division Il National Championships (See Chapter 2.11 for
criteria). These Championships are an integral part of the selection path for the Senior World Teams
and for members of teams that qualify for the Olympic Games.

Summer National Championships

The Summer National Championships are typically held in late June/early July. Fencers must qualify
to compete in this tournament. See the individual events at the end of this chapter for qualifying
criteria. Events in these championships include (in all six weapons): Under-19, Under 16, Youth 14,
Veteran 40-49, Veteran 50-59, Veteran 60+, Division IA, Division Il, Division 111, Junior Team, and
Senior Team. This is the last tournament for selection f the members of the team to the World
Veterans Championships. In addition, Youth 12 and Youth 10 events are held during this
Championship tournament, though they have not been designated as National Championships. The
Summer National Championships mark the beginning of the domestic season for the Juniors and
Cadets, and the end of the domestic season for all other categories.

Junior Olympic Fencing Championships

The Junior Olympic Fencing Championships are the championships for the Junior and Cadet fencers
in each of the six weapons, and are the final domestic competitions in the selection cycle for the
Junior & Cadet World Fencing Championships. The Junior Olympic Fencing Championships are held
each year in February during the four-day President’s holiday weekend. Fencers must qualify to
compete in this tournament. See Chapter 2.11.4 for criteria.

NAC (North American Cup)

The North American Cup Tournaments are a series of National point tournaments organized by the
US Fencing Association. USFA competitive members are eligible to enter NAC tournaments if they
meet the conditions of the category of that NAC (see eligibility requirements listed with specific
events in Chapter 2.11). The NAC tournaments are open to foreign fencers who have an FIE license
valid for the current season or can show proof of membership in another fencing federation, and who
meet age requirements for specific NAC tournaments.

NOC (National Open Circuit) [Board of Directors, September 2008]

The USFA has inaugurated a National Open Circuit using established senior events and modeled after
the SYC system. This circuit would aim to include 3-5 competitions annually, with the designated
competitions being selected following a standardized bid process. A season-long points standing will
be maintained for the circuit. The National Open Circuit Advisory Group will make a recommendation
to the Board of Directors regarding the permanent sanctioning policy for the consideration at the
February 2009 meeting. For more information on the NOC please go to usfanoc.askfred.net or email
usfanocmanagement@gmail.com.

Effective October 1, 2008, all tournaments designated as a National Open Circuit (NOC) shall be
required to remit a Program Support Fee of $5.00 per individual registrant to the USFA. These
payments are due at the time the results of the competitions are sent to USFA National Office. (Board
of Directors, September 2008)



Youth

The USFA has initiated a series of youth tournaments for the Y14, Y12 and Y10 age categories to
provide more competitive opportunities for the younger fencers. Schedules for both Super and
Regional Youth tournaments will be posted to the USFA website and the Youth Committee website
(www.usfaryc.org).

Super Youth Circuit

There will be 2-3 Super Youth tournaments at which the fencers can earn national points. Youth
fencers may participate in one or more Super Youth tournaments, however, only the competition
where the fencer earns the most points will be included in the point standings. These competitions
are part of the qualification paths for both the Summer Nationals and Youth 10 and 12 events at
NACs.

Effective October 1, 2008, all tournaments designated as Super Youth Competitions (SYC) shall be
required to remit a Program Support Fee of $5.00 per individual registrant to the USFA. These
payments are due at the time the results of the competitions are sent to USFA National Office. (Board
of Directors, September 2008)

Reqgional Youth Circuit

Regional Youth Circuit tournaments are held throughout the season, similar to the Super Youth
Circuit tournaments. There are no national points awarded at Regional Youth competitions.
Participation in these competitions is required to qualify for both the Y10/Y12 competitions at
Summer National Championships and Y10/Y12 events at the NAC Y10 and Y12 tournaments.

Effective October 1, 2008, all tournaments designated as Regional Youth Competitions (RYC) shall be
required to remit a Program Support Fee of $2.00 per individual registrant to the USFA. These
payments are due at the time the results of the competitions are sent to USFA National Office. (Board
of Directors, September 2008)

Division/Section Competitions

Divisions and Sections hold many different competitions including qualifying competitions for the
Junior Olympic Fencing Championships and the Summer National Championships. Schedules for
these competitions can be found by contacting your division or section, or visiting the appropriate
website. Contact information is available on the USFA website.

Local/Club Competitions

A wide variety of competitions can be found at the local level in clubs or sponsored by local
organizations. Schedules for these competitions can be found by contacting your club or other clubs
in the area. Contact information for clubs is available on the USFA website.

2.4 Entering Competitions/Tournaments
USFA National Tournaments

Fencers are not able to enter on site at a National Tournament. Entry forms must be received at the
USFA National Office by the published deadline for that tournament. Entry forms for the different
National tournaments are available on the USFA website. Each National Championship tournament
has a separate entry form. For the Junior Olympic Championships and the Summer National
Championships the entry form is posted on the USFA web site. The entry form for the Division I
National Championships (Individual) is sent directly by e-mail to those who meet entry criteria. If
there is no valid e-mail address available, the entry form will be sent via the US Postal Service. The



team entry form for Division | Team (only in an Olympic Year), Senior Team and Under-19 Team
Championships will be posted on the USFA website.

Deadlines for entry are strictly enforced. Deadlines are published on the USFA website, in this book
with the schedule in Appendix 1.1, and on the entry forms. The entry deadline date is approximately
one month prior to the first day of the NAC tournament. Postmarks are not considered, entries must
arrive at the USFA National Office by the deadline.

Late entries for NAC tournaments will be accepted up to the posted final deadline prior to the start of
the NAC tournament, Junior Olympic Championships, and Summer National Championships with
payment of triple the amount due of a timely entry. No entries are accepted after that date. See
Appendix 1.1 for deadline dates for the 2008-2009 Season.

Payment of all fees must accompany the entry form for it to be considered received. Entry forms
without complete payment are returned to the competitor.

Please refer to the Confirmed Entry List for the status of your entry. The Confirmed Entry List is
posted on the specific tournament web page located on the US Fencing website. You need to verify
the events you registered for, classification for each weapon, and division information. Report any
discrepancies to U.S. Fencing immediately

For refund of event fee(s), withdrawals must be received in writing at the National Office no later
than the Monday before the first day of the tournament. Registration fees are nonrefundable.
Refunds are processed 4-6 weeks following the tournament.

Unless otherwise specified, the latest edition of the USFA Rules for Competition, available on the US
Fencing website, governs USFA competitions. It is the responsibility of each fencer to be familiar with
them. Please refer to the Fencing Officials Website (www.fencingofficials.com).

National Open Circuit

Entry forms for these competitions will available through links on the USFA website and
usfanoc.askfred.net for the tournament host. Competitors must follow entry procedures published
with the entry form that includes the name and place to which entry is to be sent. Registrations for
these competitions are NOT processed through the USFA office.

Super and Regional Youth Circuits

Entry forms for these competitions will be available through links on the USFA website and Youth
committee website (www.usfaryc.org) from the tournament host. Competitors must follow entry
procedures published with the entry form that includes the name and place to which entry is to be
sent. Registrations for these tournaments are NOT processed through the USFA office.

Division/Section/Club/Local Competitions

Entry procedures for these competitions vary from competition to competition. Contact the
organizers of the competitions to determine their procedures. You must register following the
organizer’s procedures. You cannot register through the USFA office.



2.5 Eligibility to Compete

Fencers must be current competitive USFA members in good standing to compete in competitions
conducted under the auspices of the USFA. Foreign fencers must have a current FIE license.

For a fencer to compete in a specific age category competition or any “Open” level of competition
conducted under the auspices of the USFA at divisional, sectional, or national levels, the following
criteria must be met.

The fencer’s birth year falls within that age bracket OR ---

If a fencer is currently (current as of the entry deadline for that tournament) listed in a
National age group point standing, the fencer may enter the next older age category of
competition, even if that fencer is younger than allowed by the age bracket.
For categories of competitions in which criteria in addition to age must be met, the fencer

must also meet those criteria by the entry deadline. There are specific age eligibility criteria
for the Veteran tournaments as well.

Specific age rules for each event are given in Chapter 2.11 under each individual event, with a more
detailed age chart specific to the current season in Appendix 2.1 and below.

A. AGE RULES: For National Tournaments 2008-2009 (Excluding Summer Nationals & SN Qualifying

Tournaments)
CATEGORY Division | Division 1 Division 111 VET VET VET 60 + JR CDT Y14 Y12 Y 10
OPEN 50-59
CODE DVI DVII DVIII V40 V50-59 V60 u20 u17 Y14 Y12 Y10
Born on or Born on or Born on or Bornonor | 9/1/59- | Bornbefore | 1989- | 1992 — 1994- 1996- | 1998-
AGE before 1995 before 1995 before 1995 | before 1968 9/2/49 9/2/48 1995 1995 1997 1999 2001
CLASS C,BORA C,D,EORU D,EORU N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
B: 2009 Summer Nationals & Associated Division & Section Qualifying Competitions ONLY
CATEGORY |[DIV. IA, 11, 111 | VETERAN | JUNIO CADET YOUTH 14 |YOUTH 12|YOUTH 10
R
CODE D1A, DVY, 2,3 VET u19 ui16 Y14 Y12 Y10
BIRTH YEARS | 1995 or earlier 1968 1990- 1993-1996 1994-1997 | 1996-1999 | 1998-2001
1996
CATEGORY SRTM JR TEAM|] VETERAN |VETERAN VETERAN
40-49 50-59 60 & Older
CODE STM JTM V40 V50 V60
BIRTH YEARS 1995 1989- 9/2/59-1968 9/2/49- Born
1995 9/1/59 9/2/49 or before
Equal As of 1/1/09 Age Range as of 9/1/09 I

EXCEPTION TO AGE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA (All other qualification criteria remains):

1. Youth 12 — A fencer born after 1999 can fence in Youth 12 IF the fencer is on the National Youth 10 point
standings at the time of the entry deadline for that tournament.
2. Youth 14 — A fencer born after 1997 can fence in Youth 14 IF the fencer is on the National Youth 12 point
standings at the time of the entry deadline for that tournament.
3. Cadet (U17) — A fencer born after 1995 can fence in Cadet (U17), NAC Cadet and Junior Olympic U17

Championships qualifying round, IF the fencer is on the National Youth 14 point standings at the time of the

entry deadline for that tournament.
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4. Junior (U20) — A fencer born after 1995 can fence in Junior (U20), NAC Cadet and Junior Olympic U20
Championships qualifying round, IF the fencer is on the National Cadet (U17) point standings at the time of
the entry deadline for that tournament.

5. Cadet (U16) — A fencer born after 1996 can fence in Cadet (U16) qualifying competition for the 2009
Summer National Championships IF the fencer is on the National Youth 14 point standings at the time of
the entry deadline for that tournament.

6. Junior (U19) — A fencer born after 1996 can fence in Junior (U19) qualifying competition for the 2009
Summer National Championships IF the fencer is on the National Cadet (U16) point standings at the time of
the entry deadline for that tournament.

7. Div. I, 1A, 11, Il — For NAC those born after 1995 must be on the National Junior point standings; for the
2009 Summer National Championships and qualifying competitions those born after 1994 must be on the
National Junior point standings.

For any USFA competition that is not specific to an age group, the fencer must be at least 13 years
old as of January 1 of the current fencing season. The fencing season is the same as the membership
year, August 1 through the following July 31. The exception to this rule is that a fencer who is on the
Junior national rolling point standings (NRPS) at the entry deadline for the competition and is
younger than 13 as of January 1 of the current fencing season will be allowed to compete in the
USFA competitions not specific to an age group.

Examples of such competitions are: “Open”, “Unclassified”, “A” competitions, “C” or under
competitions, Team competitions of any category unless specified for juniors or similar age restricted
category.

2.6 Equipment Requirements for Domestic Tournaments

Uniforms (Jackets and pants): Standard fencing uniforms (FIE label not required)

Plastrons (underarm protectors): Standard fencing plastron; required with every uniform, with
or without official FIE label

Masks: Must withstand 12K punch test; sewn-in bib; bib is not

target in foil (FIE label not required), elastic strap at back o f
mask is required.

Names on uniforms: Required at national tournaments

Blades: For Youth 10 competitions, 30" or 32” required; all other
competitions, standard blade length of 30” — 35” permitted.

Fencers must wear the required clothing — regulation fencing jacket and pants, underarm protector
(plastron), knee socks and a fencing glove that covers half the forearm. Women must wear breast
protector. Chest protection is allowed for men. In epée and foil, a full jacket is required (i.e., a jacket
with croissard/groin strap). In foil, the lamé must have a croissard/groin strap. Any attachment to a
weapon’s handle (i.e. wrist strap orthopedic grip) must fix the hand in one position such that the top
of the thumb is no more than 2 cm. from the inner surface of the guard. Warm-up pants are not
allowed. Fencing uniforms must not have any rips, tears, holes, etc. For Division 1 competitions. U.S.
Fencing allows uniforms of a single pastel color or designs on the rear (unarmed) arm and leg. As
the purpose of uniform color or design is for audience interest, such designs should be in good taste.
Graphic designs on the mask or uniform must be approved by the FOC in advance of USFA
competitions. Submit such designs at least 6 weeks prior to use in a competition. Sewn-on designs
must be on the rear arm/leg or back.

In all three weapons, each fencer’s last name must be printed legibly from a distance of 15 feet, by
hand or machine, in capital letters between 8 and 10 cm high: either (1) on the back of the uniform
or lamé between the shoulders; (2) on the front or side of the thigh of the “rear” leg; or (3) on a
piece of fabric or lamé material that is firmly sewn to the uniform in such a way that it will not detach
during fencing or catch the opponent’s point. Fabric attached to the uniform must be the same color
as the part of the uniform to which it is attached. Conductive materials must be attached in such a
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way as to not alter the conductivity of the metallic vest or jacket. NAMES PRINTED ON TAPE ARE
NOT ACCEPTABLE.

2.7 What is a Qualifier? General Qualifying Information

A qualifying competition is a competition whereby a specified number of fencers qualify to USFA
Championships based on their results. Depending on the event, qualifiers are held by the Division or
the Section. Qualifiers are held for the Summer National Championships and the Junior Olympic
Fencing Championships.

Qualifying events are restricted to members of the division or section. Below is a list of the current
qualifiers:

Section Qualifying Tournaments: Senior Section Championships (for Division IA) and the
Under-19 Section Championships (for U19 at Summer Nationals)

Division Qualifying Tournaments: Division 11/111 Qualifying Competition, Under-16 Qualifying
Competitions, Youth 14 Qualifying Competitions, Division | Team (only in an Olympic Year),
Senior Team, and Under-19 Team Qualifying Competitions, and Junior and Cadet Junior
Olympic Fencing Championships Qualifying Competitions.

If you do not receive a copy of the schedule of competitions in your Division, especially of the
competitions required to qualify for Championships, contact one of the Division officers. To obtain
names and phone numbers for any of the Division’s officers, contact the USFA office by phone (719-
866-4511) or e-mail (info@usfencing.org), for names and contact information. Many divisions and
sections have a website where the schedule of their competitions is posted. See the USFA’s website
for links to divisions and sections.

The list of automatic qualifiers (fencers who qualify by the point standings or on the basis of the most
recent National Championships) are posted on the USFA website starting in the Fall and revised after

each relevant point tournament. Divisions and Sections can request the list of automatic qualifiers for

their qualifying tournaments from the National Office.

Eligibility to Compete in a Qualifier

Fencers must be U.S. citizens OR permanent residents of the United States and current competitive
members of the USFA. Any fencer who is a citizen or permanent resident who has represented
another country in the last three years and who has not yet been granted permission to represent
the USA is not eligible for any USFA National Championship competition, individual or team, including
Division and Section qualifying competitions. A foreign fencer who is in the US on a visa is NOT
eligible to fence in any National Championships, individual or team, or associated Division or Section
qualifying competitions.

The FIE (the international fencing federation) requires that a fencer who is approved to change the
country he or she represents must wait three years before representing the new country (FIE
Statues, 2007 edition).

In addition to citizenship requirements, fencers must meet the age and classification requirements of
the USFA Championships at the time of the qualifier in order to compete in that qualifier.

Determination of Qualifiers

Fencers qualify by finishing in the top 25% of the qualifying competition. In determining the number
of qualifiers, the number of competitors is the total number of fencers who competed in the
qualifying competition who are eligible to fence in the Championships. Once the number of qualifiers
is determined, those who have already qualified to the Championships in that weapon and category
are skipped in determining those who have become qualifiers in that competition. For example, if
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there are 20 competitors in the qualifying competition, of which four have already qualified for that
particular championships event, and if those four are among the group who would qualify, those four
are skipped in determining the five qualifiers from that competition. So, if the ones who have already
qualified are 1st, 3rd, 6th, and 7th, then the qualifiers are those who have placed 2nd, 4th, 5th, 8th
and 9th.

Fencers who fail to qualify through Divisional or Sectional qualifying competitions can not qualify
simply by virtue of another fencer who qualified at the qualifying competition becoming an automatic
qualifier subsequent to the qualifying competition.

Table 2.1 Number Of Qualifiers For Junior Olympic Championships and Summer National
Championships

H# Competitors] 1 | 2 | 3-12 |13-16 |17-20 |21-24 |25-28 | 29-32 | 33-36 | 37-40 |41-44] 45-48
# Qualifiers | 1 | 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

BOD, 10/03

Quialifying forms and instructions are sent to Division and Section officers via email. These forms
must be submitted to the USFA National Office electronically by the officers by the stated deadline.
These forms are the only acceptable notice from Divisions and Sections regarding their qualifying
fencers. The USFA Office cannot process individual entries until qualifying forms are submitted.

2.8 Appeal/Petition Process

In exceptional cases, subject to approval by the USFA Executive Committee, a member of the USFA
in good standing may be permitted to qualify to the Junior Olympic Championships or Summer
National Championships by appeal. No petition may contravene the results of a qualifying
competition. There is no appeal for Division | Nationals, the fencer either meets the qualification
standards or does not.

Here are some examples of appeals and their dispositions:

A. If you are injured or become ill while competing in a qualifying competition and do not
withdraw on a medical basis, your result stands and there is NO appeal. It is better not to
fence and get medical documentation or to withdraw and ask the bout committee for a
written statement verifying the medical withdrawal. That statement or medical
documentation must be submitted with your appeal.

B. Appeals will not be considered for the case in which fencer is attending school in another
division. Division membership is determined by where you live, where you go to school, or
the location of the club that you represent in competition. When you renew your
membership in the USFA, you must state the Division to which you wish to be assigned
based on these criteria. That is your Division for the year and the one from which you must
qualify to Championship tournaments. An Athlete that petitions over multiple years
may have the petition denied by the National Office.

C. The Division scheduled the qualifying competition on the same weekend as an NAC.
(Divisions and Sections try to avoid such conflicts but it may not always be possible.) The
fencer must decide in which competition(s) he wishes to compete. An appeal will not be
approved if the fencer decides to fence in the NAC rather than the qualifying competition.

The following criteria and procedures are applicable to filing an appeal.
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An appeal may be filed by a fencer who qualified to that same competition in the prior season or
whose competitive record during the current fencing season indicates a strong possibility that (s)he
would have qualified had (s)he been able to compete in the qualifying competition but:

A was unable to compete in the qualifying competitions this season (Mere attendance at an
out of town school during the qualifying competition shall not constitute inability to
compete), OR

B. did compete and had to withdraw because of a disabling injury or iliness.

All appeals must be made in writing to the Director of National Events, USFA National Office, 1
Olympic Plaza, Colorado Springs, CO 80909-5774. Such appeals should be filed within five business
days following the competition at which the petitioner could have qualified. Petitions must be
received at the National Office no later than the entry deadline for the Junior Olympic or Summer
National Championships to which the petitioner seeks entry. Under no circumstances will petitions be
accepted if received after the entry deadline for the Championships.

The appeal must be accompanied by:

A non refundable-filing fee of $100.00, payable to the USFA.

A written statement that gives the specific details of the dates, reason for absence or

withdrawal, and other pertinent facts. Written notice from the attending physician

and/or statement from the Bout Committee must substantiate any medical reasons if the
medical reason required withdrawal from the qualifying competition.

C. A summary of the fencer's significant competitive results during the past year. In
particular, results in previous National Championships and recent North American Cup
competitions should be noted.

D. Evidence that a copy of the petition has been submitted to the Chair or Secretary of the

Division or Section that hosted the qualifying competition. If the basis for the petition

does not correspond with information available to the Division or Section officer, then the

USFA expects that officer to so notify the national office in writing. The Officer can then

file a statement recommending denial of appeal and reasons thereto. Otherwise, it will be

assumed the Officer has no objection to approval of appeal.

© >

E. A completed entry form for the competition with the correct registration and entry fees.
If the petition is not approved, these fees associated with the entry will be refunded.
F. Self addressed, stamped envelopes for reply to the appeal if fencer does not have a

current e-mail address; otherwise responses to the appeal will be made by e-mail.
Petitions that do not meet these requirements will not be considered.

Decisions on petitions will be based upon the validity of reasons given for absence or withdrawal and
the probability that the fencer would have qualified had (s)he competed in the qualifying competition
to its conclusion, based on results achieved in other competitions. Petitions are processed within 4-6
weeks.

If a fencer is permitted to enter a National Championship competition by this appeal procedure, the
fencer’s entry will in no way affect the number of qualifiers from the Division or Section involved.

2.9 Qualifying Competition Protest Process

If the qualifying competition was not run in accordance with the USFA rules, you may submit a
protest in writing specifying the rule infraction(s). This must be done immediately to the Bout
Committee and within THREE BUSINESS DAYS of the qualifying competition to the National Office;
otherwise, no action can be taken by the USFA. Even if a timely protest is submitted, there is no
guarantee that the protest will be upheld.
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For more detailed information regarding the protest process, see the USFA Operations Manual or
Chapter 5 of the USFA Rule Book, available on the USFA website.

2.10 Competition Format
Seeding

Seeding is the method of ranking the fencers at the beginning of the competition or the initial direct
elimination table of the competition. Depending on the type of competition, different seeding
principles are used.

In USFA non-World Cup competitions, fencers from the same Division and/or club or school are
separated as much as possible in the first round of a competition by applying the rules regarding the
separation of fencers of the same nationality as specified by the FIE Rules for Competition for the
particular format being used, treating different club representation/affiliations as if they were
different nationalities. The separation for nationality shall take precedence over separation for
Division and/or club/school representation/affiliation.

Club representation is the club or school a fencer declares as representing at the first USFA
competition fenced in each season. Affiliation is the club or school at which the fencer belongs in
addition to the one stated as official “representation.” The primary element in separating club mates
is “club representation” declared by fencers. A secondary consideration will be club affiliation.

Ranked Fencers in a particular weapon are those who have achieved a ranking under the current
national point system. For the purpose of seeding competitions, Ranked Fencers are subdivided into
two groups:

1. A specified number of Ranked Fencers in each weapon in the current national rolling point
standings for a particular category shall be entitled to a seeded draw ahead of all other
domestic fencers in national USFA individual competitions of that category, as follows:

Division | National Championships* Top 32 in Senior points

Veteran Combined, NAC Top 16 in Combined Veteran points
Veteran Age Championships, NAC Top 8 in Veteran Age points

Junior NAC, JO Champs, Nationals Top 24 in Junior points

Cadet NAC, JO Champs, Nationals Top 16 in Cadet points

Youth 14 NAC, Nationals Top 12 in Youth 14 points

Youth 12 NAC, Open at Nationals Top 8 in Youth 12 points

Youth 10 NAC, Open at Nationals Top 4 in Youth 10 points

*Division | Seeding for NAC competitions is detailed in Chapter 2.11.1.

2. Other Ranked Fencers who have points in the relevant category shall be seeded ahead of all
other domestic fencers with the same letter classification but behind all fencers with a higher
letter classification.

Fencers holding a classification in the weapon being fenced, but not having a ranking under the
current national point system, will be seeded according to their letter classification first and, within
the same letter classification, by their numeric designation (i.e., the year in which they last won that
letter classification). Within each classification/year group the order will be random.
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PRIORITY IN SEEDING USFA COMPETITIONS

CATEGORY

LOCAL/REGIONAL/SECTIONAL

NATIONAL

NAC DIVISION 1

OPEN: Within each classification, Nat'l
Senior Rolling Pts then year OR just
classification-year

FIE Pts (min 2 placements in top 32 of
Senior World Cup, Grand Prix, or World
Championships), All on National Rolling
Points, then Classification/Year*

Division | National
Championships

Top 32 in National Senior Rankings, then
ranking within classification, then
classification/year

Division 1A National
Championships

Within each classification, Nat'l Senior
Rolling Pts then year OR just
classification and year

Ranking within classification; then
classification/year

Division 11, 111 NAC,
National Champs

Classification/Year

Classification/Year

Veterans Combined

Classification/Year

Top 16 in National Veterans Combined
Rankings (Pt. Standings), then ranking
within classification, then class/year

Veterans 50-59,

Classification/Year

Top 8 in National Age Group standings,

60 & older then ranking within class, then class/year
Junior: NAC, Within each classification, Nat'l Junior | Top 24 in National Junior Rolling Points,
National. Champs., | ranking then year OR just then ranking within classification, then
JOs classification and year. classification/year
Cadet NAC, National Cadet ranking within Top 16 in National Cadet Rolling Points,
National Champs., | classification, then classification/year | then ranking within classification, then
JOs OR just classification and year classification/year

Youth 14 — NAC,
National Champs

National Youth 14 ranking within
classification, then classification/year
OR just classification and year

Top 12 in National Youth14 Rolling Points,
then ranking within classification, then
classification/year

Youth 12 NAC,
At Summer
Nationals

National Youth 12 ranking within
classification, then classification/year
OR just classification and year

Top 8 in National Youth12 Rolling Points,
then ranking within classification, then
classification/year

Youth 10 NAC, at
Summer Nationals

National Youth 10 ranking within
classification, then classification/year
OR just classification and year

Top 4 in National Youth10 Rolling Points,
then ranking within classification, then
classification/year

National ranking of a fencer is the fencer’s actual place in the National Rolling Point standings
(NRPS). The top “x refers to actual places and not number of fencers from national standings.

The use of the point standings associated with the new National Open Circuit has not been
determined at this time. Once the associated committee has complete the resolution of how these

points will be used.

At National competitions the remaining fencers on the NRPS for that category of competition shall be
seeded ahead of other fencers with the same letter classification regardless of year associated with
their classification but after fencers with a higher letter classification. For example, a fencer on the
NRPS with a BO5 will be seeded after all “A” fencers and before other “B” classified fencers, even
those who have earned a “B” more recently. Seeding for Division I NAC competitions is explained in

Appendix N.

After seeding the ranked fencers all other fencers holding a classification in the weapon being fenced
will be seeded according to classification, letter and year (i.e., the year in which they last earned that
letter classification). Fencers with a “U’ have not yet earned a classification and will be seeded after
all other fencers with a classification and distributed randomly among the other fencers with a “U” in
that weapon.
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Pools

A “pool round” describes a group of fencers divided into equal or near equal sub-groups of 5, 6, 7 or
more fencers. The fencers in each sub-group or pool fence all the other fencers in their pool in one 5

touch, 3-minute bout. The results of all the fencers in the pool round are ordered from highest or
best results to lowest to determine the group of fencers promoted to the next round and seeding of

the fencers for the next round.
DE/Repéchage

Competitions are said to be by Direct Elimination when a competitor is eliminated from the direct
elimination tableau after his or her first defeat; Repéchage is a method whereby a fencer is
eliminated after two losses prior to the round of 8. When repéchage is used, it will start at the round
of 32 or 16 (whichever has a complete table first).

Competition Format

Details on each event's format can be found in the following sections. Below is a table summarizing
the different formats. More details information can be found with each specific event in Chapter 2.11

TABLE 5: NATIONAL COMPETITION FORMATS

Division | National Championships

One round of pools; 6 or 7-person pool, 80% promoted to
simple direct elimination

Division | NAC

See Chapter 2.11

Division I-A 11, 111
National Championships

One round of pools; 5 and 6 or 6 and 7 persons per pool,
80% promoted to simple direct elimination.

National Open Circuit (NOC)

To be determined by the NOC Task Group

Division 11, 111 NAC

One round of pools; 5 and 6 or 6 and7 persons per pool,
100% promoted to simple direct elimination.

U19, U16 National Championships
U20, U17 Junior Olympic Fencing
Champs.

One round of pools; of 6 or 7 persons per pool,
80% promoted to simple direct elimination.

Junior & Cadet NAC

One round of pools of 6 or 7 persons per pool, 80%
promoted to direct elimination with repéchage.

Y14 SYC, NAC & National
Championships

One round of pools: 5 and 6 or 6 and 7 persons per pool,
100% promoted to simple direct elimination.

Y12, Y10 NAC, Regional & Super
Youth Circuit, & Competitions at
Summer National Championships.

One round of pools; 5 and 6 or 6 and 7 persons per pool,
100% promoted to direct elimination in which bouts are
best 2 out of 3, 5-touch bouts, 1 minute rest between
bouts.

Veteran Age National Championships

One round of pools; 5 and 6 or 6 and 7 persons per pool,
80% promoted** to simple direct elimination in which bouts
are 10-touch bouts with two 3-minute periods. There is a
one-minute rest between periods.

Veteran Combined NAC & Veteran
Age NAC

One round of pools; 5 and 6 or 6 and 7 persons per pool,
100% promoted to simple direct elimination in which bouts
are 10-touch bouts with two 3-minute periods. There is a
one-minute rest between periods

Wheelchair NAC

Two rounds of pools; 100% promoted to simple direct
elimination

Wheelchair National Championships

One round of pools, 100% promoted to simple direct
elimination

NATIONAL TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS

Direct elimination from beginning of competition. Relay
format, 9 bouts to a maximum score of 45 — increments of 5
touches or maximum time of 3 minutes for each bout. Fence
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off for 1% and 3rd

Seeding is based on Senior national points at the close of
Open National Team Championships entries and participating fencers’ classifications earned prior
to the Summer Nationals entry deadline.

Seeding is based on Junior national points at the close of
U19 National Team Championships entries and participating fencers’ classifications earned prior
to the Summer Nationals entry deadline.

**Unless there are 8 or less in the competition, then 100% promoted. [BOD, September 2008]
Bouts in the pool round are 5-touch bouts with a 3-minute fencing time limit. For direct elimination,
except where noted, maximum score of bout is 15, with three 3-minute periods. There is a one-
minute rest between periods. In saber direct elimination bouts, except Veterans and Youth 10 and
12, a one minute rest will be given when one fencer’s score has reached 8 or 3 minutes have expired
in the first period, whichever occurs first.

2.11 Specific Events

This section details the specific events offered at USFA National Competitions. Each section gives the
following information:

General description of the event
States if points can be earned at the event (further information on the award and calculation
of points can be found in Chapters 3 and 4)
Lists all eligibility requirements for the event both at the NAC level and the Championship
level (age eligibility details can be found in Appendix 2.1).
Describes the seeding principles and format of the event both at the NAC level and the
Championship level (further information on seeding principles can be found in Chapter 2.10.1
and the USFA Operations Manual).
Division 1
This event offers elite level competition for fencers 13 years of age and older, see exception noted
below. Points from this competition count towards the Senior, Junior, and Cadet standings. Details
on point standings can be found in Chapter 3.

NAC
Eligibility (age, classification, qualification path)
Fencers must be 13 years old before January 1 of the current season (for the 2008-2009 season,
birth date must be 1995 or earlier) or on the National Junior Point standings at the entry deadline.
Fencers must have a classification of “C”, “B”, or “A” at the entry deadline or be ranked in the top 32

of the senior rolling point standings, top 16 in the junior or top 8 of the cadet rolling point standings
at the entry deadline.

Fencers entered by a foreign federation will not need to show proof of comparable classification of
“C” or better as long as they meet the age criteria and hold a FIE License for the current season.
Foreign fencers who enter themselves in a NAC Division | competition must indicate their national
ranking or previous results that are comparable to US "C" classification.

Seeding

Seeding Principle 1: Fencers who have a minimum of two top 32 finishes in Senior World Cup,
Grand Prix, or World Championships will be ranked by their standings on the FIE Classification
(World Cup standings) as of ten days prior to the first day of the NAC Division | tournament.

Seeding Principle 2: Following the fencers who meet Seeding Principle 1 will be fencers who are on
the U.S. Fencing Senior Rolling Point Standings. Foreign fencers will be placed within the national
standings according to the point total of their results in NAC competitions counted in the current
U.S. Senior Rolling Point Standings.
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Foreign fencers who have not fenced in any NAC and who do not meet the criteria for principle
1 will be evaluated according to the following:

1.1f the fencer is listed on the World Cup standings, FIE points will be considered in order to
determine a classification for the competition being seeded:

a. “A” classification for one finals finis, 1-8 [8 points or more in one World Cup]. The
year suffix would be either the year in which points were earned or the year of the
start of the current season.

b. “B” classification for one 9-16 finish [4 points or more in one World Cup] The year
suffix would be either the year in which points were earned or the year of the start
of the current season.

c. “C” classification for one 17-32 finish [for NAC Division I, FIE points equal to 2 or
more in any one World Cup would warrant a “C” without a year indicated, just a
“C” classification].]

d. “D” classification without a year suffix for one 33-64 finish [to be applied for NAC
competitions other than Division 1] [one result in FIE standings awarded 2 or more
FIE points]

2.1f a fencer is not listed on the current FIE World Cup standings, but has been on a World
Senior Team or Pan American Games team, a “B” will be awarded; if the team was a World
Cadet or World Junior team then “C” will be awarded. The year suffix would be the year in
which fencer was on such a team. If that information is not available omit the year suffix.

3.1If the fencer has not been a World team member, but is a member of the country’s national
team, a “C” classification will be awarded. Similarly, if the fencer has been entered into the
tournament by his fencing federation a “C” classification can be used. In both cases the
year suffix would be the current year.

4.1f nothing is known about the fencer and the National Weapon Coach for that weapon does
not know anything about the fencer, the “D” classification should be used without a year
suffix. In the case of NAC Division I, however, foreign fencers have been classified as “C”
with the earliest year; for the 2008-2009 season, this classification would be a “C05.”

5.When a classification has been assigned to a foreign fencer, the National Weapon Coach for
that weapon should be consulted to determine its appropriateness for that tournament. If
the National Weapon Coach does not respond, assume that the classification is acceptable.

Seeding Principle 3: Fencers who are not ranked according to Principle 1 or 2 will be ranked by
their classification and year (e.g., those with A0O6 precede A06, those with BO5 precede B04, etc).
Fencers in any one letter and year group will be distributed randomly within that group.

Format

Men’s and Women'’s Foil, Men’s and Women’s Epee
0 One pool round
0 75% advance to DE
0 Repéchage from table of 32 (if table of 32 is incomplete, no Repéchage)
o0 DE bout format: 15 touches in three 3-minute segments
Men’s and Women'’s Saber
0 One pool round
0 75% advance to DE
o0 No Repéchage
o DE bout format: bouts are fenced to 15 touches, with a 1-minute break when the
first fencer reaches 8 touches
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Championships

Eligibility (age, classification, qualification path)
Fencers must be 13 years old by January 1 (see Chapter 2.5 for exceptions) of the current season
AND
Be on the current National Senior NRPS at the regular fee entry deadline for these
Championships OR
Earn points at a Division | NAC in the current season OR
Be in the top 8 of the adjusted* Junior (U-19) NRPS at the regular fee entry deadline for
these Championships of the current season OR
Be in the top 4 of the adjusted* Cadet (U-16) NRPS at the regular fee entry deadline for
these Championships of the current season OR
Placed in the top 8 in the previous season Division 1-A National Championships OR
Placed in the top 4 in the previous season Division Il National Championships OR
In men’s epee and women's epee, be one of three fencers named by the U.S. Modern
Pentathlon Association.

* Adjusted: For the Junior NRPS, fencers with birth year of 1989 will be “aged out” i.e., eligible birth
year range =1990-1996. For the Cadet NRPS, fencers with the birth year of 1992 will be “aged out”
i.e., eligible birth year range = 1993-1996.

Seeding

The top 32 ranked fencers in the competition are entitled to a seeded draw ahead of all other
fencers. Other Ranked Fencers who have points in the relevant category shall be seeded ahead of all
other domestic fencers with the same letter classification but behind all fencers with a higher letter
classification. Non-ranked fencers are seeded according to classification as described in 2.10.1.

Format

One round of pools

80% promoted out of pools

No repéchage

DE bout format: 15 touches in three 3-minute segments. In saber, bouts are fenced to 15
touches, with a 1-minute break when the first fencer reaches 8 touches.

Division 1A — Summer National Championships

This event offers high-level competition for fencers 13 years and older. This event is offered only at
the Summer National Championships; no points are awarded. Division IA National Championships is
always at least a Group A3 competition for the purposes of awarding classifications. See Appendix
2.2 for Classification Reference Chart.

Eligibility (age, classification, qualifying path)
Fencers must be 13 years old before January 1 of the current season or on the Junior NRPS AND

Consistent wording and exceptions
Place in the top 25% (with a minimum of 8) at the current season Senior Section
Championships (see Chapter 2.7 for detailed chart) OR
Placed in top 8 at the previous season Division I-A National Championships OR
Placed in top 4 at the previous season Division Il National Championships OR
Placed in the top 4 at any current season National Open Circuit (NOC) event OR
Be the current season Under-19 Section Champion
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Seeding

Fencers holding a classification in the weapon being fenced will be seeded according to their letter
classification first and, within the same letter classification, by their numeric classification (i.e., the
year in which they last won that letter classification). Fencers with the same letter and numeric
classification are seeded randomly.

Format

One round of pools

80% promoted out of pools

No repéchage

DE bout format: 15 touches in three 3-minute segments. In saber, bouts are fenced to 15
touches, with a 1-minute break when the first fencer reaches 8 touches.

Division 1l & Division 111

Division 11 national tournaments provide competition opportunities for fencers 13 years and older
with a classification C or below. Division Il national tournaments provide opportunities for fencers
with classification D or below. National points are not awarded for placements in the Division 1l or
Division 111 competitions. Division Il is always at least a Group B3 competition and Division 111 is
always at least a Group C3 competition for the purposes of awarding classifications. See Appendix
2.2 for Classification Reference Chart.

Age Requirements — NAC and Championships
Fencers must be 13 years old before January 1 of the current season or on the Junior NRPS.

Eligibility (classification, qualifying path) - NAC
Fencers must meet age requirements as above AND

DIVISION Il - Fencers with classifications of “C”, “D”, “E” or unclassified.
DIVISION Il - Fencers with classifications of “D”, “E” or unclassified.

If a fencer meets the classification requirement when his or her application is processed by the USFA,
and subsequently earns a higher classification, the fencer retains eligibility for that tournament.

Eligibility (classification, qualifying path) — Summer National Championships

DIVISION II
Fencers must have a classification in the weapon of “C”, “D”, “E” or Unclassified at the time of the
qualifying competition AND meet age requirements as above AND —

Place in the top 25% of the current season’s Division Qualifying competition (see Chapter
2 .7 for detailed chart) (USFA BOD Sept 2006)
Quialified for Division 1A, if classification eligible. [Board of Directors, September 2008].

DIVISION 111
Fencers must have a classification in the weapon of “D”, “E” or Unclassified at the time of the
qualifying competition AND meet age requirements as above AND —

Place in the top 25% (see Chapter 2.7 for detailed chart) of the total number of “D”, “E”

or “U” fencers competing in the current season Division’s Division Il Qualifying
competition (when Division Il and Division Il qualifying competition held together) OR
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If separate Division 111 qualifying competition held by Division, then top 25% of the field
will qualify for Division 111 National Championships (USFA BOD Sept 2006) OR
Quialified for Division 11, if classification-eligible.. [Board of Directors, September 2008].

Seeding (NAC & Championships)

DIVISION II - Classification — by letter and year — C, D, E, U. Within the same class and year,
randomly

DIVISION III - Classification — by letter and year — D, E, U.  Within the same class and yeatr,
randomly

Format (NAC)

One round of pools

100% promoted out of pools

No repéchage

DE bout format: 15 touches in three 3-minute segments. In saber, bouts are fenced to 15
touches, with a 1-minute break when the first fencer reaches 8 touches.

Format (Championships)

One round of pools

80% promoted out of pools

No repéchage

DE bout format: 15 touches in three 3-minute segments. In saber, bouts are fenced to 15
touches, with a 1-minute break when the first fencer reaches 8 touches.

Junior/Cadet

Junior and Cadet events provide national competitions for fencers under 17 (Cadet) and under 20
(Junior). These events are part of the selection criteria for the Junior/Cadet World Championship
Team. Fencers can earn points at these competitions (See Chapters 3 and 4 for a more detailed
explanation on points).

Age Requirements — NAC & Junior Olympic Championships

Subject to the exceptions in Appendix 2.1, fencers must be 13 years old by January 1 of the current
season; if younger must be on the Cadet point standings at entry deadline. For Junior events,
fencers must be under 20 years old as of January 1 of the current season. For Cadet events, fencers
must be under 17 years old as of January 1 of the current season; if younger be on the Youth 14
point standings at entry deadline.

Eligibility (classification, qualifying path) — NAC
Fencers must meet age requirements as above.

Eligibility (classification, qualifying path) — Junior Olympic Championships
NRPS — National Rolling Point Standings

Fencers must meet Age requirements as above. Fencers must also be US citizens or permanent
residents.

UNDER-20 (Junior) Fencers must meet age eligibility above AND BE
on the Junior NRPS after the current season’s January NAC OR
on the Junior NRPS at the time of the fencer’s current season Division Under-20 J.O.
qualifying competition OR
in the top 16 of the Cadet NRPS after the current season’s January NAC OR
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in the top 25% [refer to Table in Chapter 2.7.2] in their Division’s Under-20 J.O. qualifying
competition

UNDER-17 (Cadet) Fencers must meet age eligibility above AND BE
on the Cadet NRPS after the current season’s January NAC OR
on the Cadet NRPS at the time of the fencer’s Division Under-17 J.O. qualifying competition
OR
in the top 8 of the Youth 14 NRPS after the current season’s January NAC OR
in the top 25% [refer to Table in Chapter 2.7] in their Division’s Under-17 J.O. qualifying
competition OR
any fencer who has qualified for the Under-20 JO Championships becomes an automatic
qualifier for the Under-17 Championships [BOD, 10/2004].

Eligibility (age, classification, qualifying path) — Summer National Championships

Because the Junior and Cadet season ends with the Junior/Cadet World Championships in April, the
Summer National Championships are the first events of the new season for the Juniors and Cadets.
Therefore, they have different birth year eligibility requirements.

Subject to the exceptions in Appendix 2.1, fencers must be 13 years old as of December 31 of the
year of the Summer National Championships. For Junior events, fencers must be under 20 years old
as of January 1 of the new season. For Cadet events, fencers must be under 17 years old as of
January 1 of the new season.

Fencers must also be US citizens or permanent residents.

UNDER-19 (Junior) - Fencers must meet eligibility above AND
Place in the top 25% (see Chapter 2.7 for detailed chart) at the fencer’s current season
Under-19 Section Championships OR
Be on the Junior (Under-19) point standings on May 1 OR
Be on the Junior (Under-19) point standings at the Section’s qualifying competition OR
Be in the top 16 of the Cadet (Under-16) point standings on May 1
Be in the top 16 of the Cadet (Under-16) point standings at the time of the Section’s qualifying
competition.

UNDER-16 (Cadet) — Fencers must meet eligibility above AND
Be on the Cadet (Under-16) point standings on May 1 OR
Be on the Cadet (Under-16) point standings at the time of the Division’s qualifying competition
OR
Place in the top 25% (see Chapter 2.7 for detailed chart) of the Division’s U-16 qualifying
competition OR
Qualify for U19 event OR
Be in the Top 8 of the Youth 14 point standings after the April NAC

Seeding (NAC, Junior Olympic Championships, and Summer National Championships)

For Juniors, the top 24 on the Junior Points in the competition are entitled to a seeded draw ahead of
all other domestic fencers. For Cadets, the top 16 on the Cadet points. See Chapter 2.10 for further
details.

Format — Juniors and Cadets (NAC)

One round of pools
80% promoted from the pool round
Repéchage at 32 or 16, wherever the table is complete
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DE bout format: 15 touches in three 3-minute segments. In saber, bouts are fenced to 15
touches, with a 1-minute break when the first fencer reaches 8 touches.

Format — Juniors and Cadets (Junior Olympic Championships, and Summer National Championships)

One round of pools

80% promoted from the pool round

No repéchage

DE bout format: 15 touched in three 3-minute segments. In saber, bouts are fenced to 15
touches, with a 1-minute break when the first fencer reaches 8 touches.

Youth 14/12/10

The Youth National tournaments provide experience for fencers 14 and under, 12 and under, and 10
and under. Points are awarded for these competitions.

Eligibility (age, classification)

Y14: Subject to the exceptions in Appendix 2.1, fencers must be at least 11 years old as of
December 31 of the season, and no more than 14 years old as of December 31 of the
season.

Y12: Subject to the exceptions in Appendix 2.1, fencers must be at least 9 years old as of December
31 of the season, and no more than 12 years old as of December 31 of the season.

Y10: Fencers must be at least 7 years old as of December 31 of the season, and no more than 10
years old as of December 31 of the season.

There are no classification requirements.

Qualifying Path — NAC

Y14 — no qualifying path

Y12 & Y10: Fencers must fence in at least one Regional Youth or Super Youth Competition in the
current season to be eligible to enter the same category and weapon at the April NAC.

Qualifying Path — Summer National Competitions

YOUTH-14 Championships — Fencers must meet age eligibility above AND
Earn Youth 14 points at a current season Super Youth Circuit Competition OR
Earn points at a current season Youth 14 NAC, Cadet NAC, or Cadet Summer National
Championships OR
Earn points at the previous season’s Youth 14 Summer National Championships* OR
Be on the Youth 14 point standings at the time of the Division’s qualifying competition OR
Place in the top 25% (see Chapter 2.7.2 for detailed chart) of the fencer’s Division’s Youth 14
qualifying competition held in the current season OR
Quialify for U19 event

Y12 and Y10 fencers must state on entry the competition(s) at which he or she fulfilled the
requirement for either the Youth NAC or the youth competitions at Summer Nationals. Failure to do
so will cause the rejection of the entry. (RYC or SYC participation)

YOUTH-12 Tournament - Fencers must meet age eligibility above AND
Fence in one Regional Youth Circuit or one Super Youth Circuit or NAC Youth in the current
season in the age and weapon category (categories) in which fencer requests entry acceptance
OR
Quialify for U19 event OR
Be on the Youth 12 national point standings after the April NAC
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YOUTH-10 Tournament - Fencers must meet age eligibility above AND
Fence in one Regional Youth Circuit or one Super Youth Circuit or NAC Youth in the current
season in the age and weapon category (categories) in which fencer requests entry acceptance
OR
Quialify for U19 event OR
Be on the Youth 10 national point standings after the April NAC

Seeding

The following ranked fencers are entitled to a seeded draw ahead of all other domestic fencers. See
Chapter 2.10.1 for further details.

Youth 14 NAC & Nationals Top 12 in Youth 14 points
Youth 12 NAC & Tournament at Nationals Top 8 in Youth 12 points
Youth 10 NAC & Tournament at Nationals Top 4 in Youth 10 points

Format (NAC & Nationals)

Y14

One round of pools

100% promoted out of pools

No repéchage

DE bout format: 15 touches in three 3-minute segments
Y10 & Y12

One round of pools

100% promoted out of pools

No repéchage

DE bout format: Best two of three 5-touch 3 minute bouts

(Reminder: At all Youth 10 competitions, blade length must be either 30” or 32” long.)

Veteran Combined and V40, V50, V60

There are 4 categories of veteran events: Combined (ages 40 and above), V40 (ages 40-49), V50
(ages 50-59), and V60 (ages 60 and above). At veteran competitions at NAC tournaments,
Combined, V50, and V60 are held. V40, V50, and V60 events are held at the Summer National
Championships. Points are awarded for these competitions. See Chapters 3 and 4 for more details
on how points are awarded and calculated.

Eligibility (age, classification)
Combined: Must be at least 40 years old as of December 31 of the season.

Age eligibility for the separate age categories is governed by the FIE’s rules for the Veteran World
Championships (specifically V50 and V60).

V40: Must be at least 40 years old as of December 31 of the current season, and must not have
reached 50 years old as of the first day of the month in which the Veteran World Championships will
be held (typically the September after the Summer National Championships).

V50: Must be at least 50 years old and no older than 59 years old as of the first day of the month in
which the next Veteran World Championships will be held (typically the September after the Summer
National Championships).

V60: Must be at least 60 years old as of the first day of the month in which the Veteran World
Championships will be held (typically the September after the Summer National Championships).
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For the Summer National Championships, fencers must be a US Citizen or permanent resident.

Qualifying Path — NAC
There is no qualifying path to compete in the NAC Veterans events. Fencers must meet age
requirements as above.

Qualifying Path — Summer National Championshijps

Fencer must state on entry the competition at which he or she met qualification criteria. Failure to
do so will be the basis for rejection of entry. (NAC or points)

VETERAN — must meet age eligibility requirements above AND compete in

Current season Section Championships OR

Current season Division qualifying competition for Division 1l and/or Division 111 Championships
in which only those with a “C” classification or lower (D, E, or U) may compete OR

Any NAC during the current season.

Seeding

The following ranked fencers are entitled to a seeded draw ahead of all other domestic fencers. See
Chapter 2.10 for further details.

Veteran Combined, NAC Top 16 in Combined Veteran points
Veteran Age Championships, NAC Top 8 in Veteran Age points
Format (NAC)

One round of pools

100% promoted out of pools

No repéchage

DE bout format: 10 touches in two 3-minute segments. In saber, bouts are fenced to 10
touches, with a 1-minute break when the first fencer reaches 5 touches.

Format (Championships)

One round of pools

80% promoted out of pools; however, if there are 8 or fewer fencers registered in the event,
100% shall be promoted out of the pools [BOD, September , 2008]

No repéchage

DE bout format: 10 touches in two 3-minute segments. In saber, bouts are fenced to 10
touches, with a 1-minute break when the first fencer reaches 5 touches.
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Team Events

There are three categories of team events: Division I, Senior, and Junior. The Senior and Junior
team events are held in conjunction with the Summer National Championships. Division | Team
Championships are held every four years in the Spring of the year in which the Olympic Games are
held.

Eligibifity
Members of the Senior team must be at least 13 years old as of December 31 of the current season.

Members of the Junior (Under 19) team must be at least 13 years old and under 19 years old as of
January 1 of the next season.

Qualifying Path
USFA Member Clubs qualify teams to these competitions through the following path:
Clubs qualify based on the number of different USFA Member Clubs represented at each of

the Division’s Senior Team, and Under-19 Team qualifying competitions (See chart below).
OR

# Clubs 2 3 4-5 | 6-10| =10
# Qualifiers | 2 3 4 5 6

Be a USFA member club that placed in the top 4 at the previous season’s National Team
Championships in that category of team championships

Seeding Teams

Seeding for national team competitions is in accordance with the rules established for the US National
Team Championships.

For the Senior team event, seeding is based on the participating fencers’ Senior national points at the
close of entries and classifications earned by the Summer Nationals entry deadline.

For the Under-19 team event, seeding is based on the participating fencers’ Junior national points at
the close of entries and classifications earned by to the Summer Nationals entry deadline.

Teams with the same seed value are randomized by computer or neutral person for seeding rank

Teams: To seed teams at the National Team Championships a seed value is calculated for each team
based on the national rolling point standing (NRPS), senior point standings for the Senior teams and
junior point standings for the Junior teams, and/or the classification of each member of the team.
The National standing and the classification of each member of the team are those as of three weeks
prior to the start of the National Championships.

NRPS Points: The first set of team points for each member of the team is based on the fencer’s
national point standing. A fencer who is first on the NRPS receives 132 points, second receives 131
points and so on, down to 32™ (32" = 101 points). Fencers who are ranked 33™ or lower on the
NRPS are allocated 50 points. Fencers who are not on the NRPS are not given any points.

Classification: Each member of the team receives points based on their classification and the year
classification was last earned.

A’s are given points between 670 and 640

B's given a value between 570 and 540
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C’s given a value between 470 and 440
D’s given a value between 370 and 340
E’s given a value between 270 and 340
U’s are given a value of 100 points

Within each classification the year is reflected in 10 point increments, with an AQ7 worth 670 points,
an A06 worth 660 points, AO5 given 650 points and A04 worth 640 points. The same process is used
for the other letter classifications (B, C, D, and E). Those fencers who have yet to earn a classification
(V) are given 100 points.

The individual seed value is calculated by adding the thus determined NPRS and classification points
for each team member. The three highest total point values are then added. This sum becomes the
team’s total points. Teams are then ranked by highest team total points (number 1 seed) to lowest
team total points (last seeded team).

Example:

Fencer NRPS Team | Classification | Team Total
points points points

A 18th 115 AQ7 670 785

B 0 C06 460 460

C 0 u 100 100

D 53rd 50 BO7 570 620
TEAM SEEDING POINTS: 1865

(Sum of the best three)
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Chapter 3 - Awarding of Points

3.1 Definition of Point Standings

The USFA maintains national point standings for different age groups: Youth 10, Youth 12, Youth 14,
Cadet, Junior, Senior, and Veteran (combined 40-49, 50-59, and 60+). These point standings are
referred to as the National Rolling Point Standings (NRPS). The current point standings can be found
on the USFA website.

There are two categories of competitions at which points can be earned: Domestic and International.
There are point tables for each category and for each age group (see Appendix 2.3-2.5 for these
tables).

National Rolling Point Standings are used for the following:

To seed USFA national competitions

As a qualifying path to the National Championships and the Junior Olympic Fencing
Championships

To determine group of fencers for entry in World Cup and designated Cadet competitions.
(See Chapter 5)

As a measure of the progress of the Youth fencer in his or her peer group.

National Team Point standings (calculated for Cadet, Junior, and Senior) are used for selection of
fencers for specific international teams (see Chapters 7-12), and may be used for selection of fencers
for specific USFA or USOC funding programs (see Chapter 13).

3.2 Earning Domestic Points

Structure of Point Standings

The calculation of the total points for the standings for Senior, Junior, and Cadet are a combination of
two groups: Group I and Group Il. The combination of these two groups in a specific manner
determines the point total and thus the ranking of fencers both on the rolling point standings and the
team standings (where only those competitions specified in the selection criteria are included in the
point total). The methods used for calculating point totals are given in Chapter 4 for each age group.

USFA National Domestic Point Tournaments are:

North American Cup (NAC)
Division | — points count for Senior, Junior, and Cadet standings
Veteran — points count for the Veteran combined standings (40 & older) and the
Veteran age groups — 40-49, 50-59, and 60 and older
Junior — points count for the Junior and Cadet standings
Cadet — points count for the Cadet and Youth 14 standings
Youth 14 — points count for the Youth 14 and Youth 12 standings
Youth 12 — points count for the Youth 12 and Youth 10 standings
Youth 10 — points count for the Youth 10 standings

Junior Olympic Championships
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Under-20 Championships — points count for the Junior and Cadet standings
Under-17 Championships — points count for the Cadet and Youth 14 standings

Division | National Championships — points count for Senior, Junior, and Cadet standings

Summer National Championships
Veterans Age Group Championships — points count for 40-49, 50-59 and 60 and older
point standings
Under-19 Championships — points count for Junior and Cadet standings
Under-16 Championships — points count for Cadet and Youth 14 standings
Youth 14 Championships — points count for Youth 14 and Youth 12 point standings

Youth 10, Youth 12 at Summer National Open Youth Event
Youth 12 tournament — points count for Youth 12 and Youth 10 point standings
Youth 10 tournament — points count for Youth 10 point standings

Super Youth Circuit (SYC) Tournaments — Best SYC result counts toward point totals
Youth 14 tournament — points count for Youth 14 and Youth 12 point standings
Youth 12 tournament — points count for Youth 12 and Youth 10 point standings
Youth 10 tournament — points count for Youth 10 point standings

Awarding Points Based on Placement - Domestic

The number of points earned is determined by placement and type of competition. The point tables
for the National tournaments for the current fencing season are in Appendix 2.3-2.5. These tables
show the number of points that could be earned for placement in each category of point competition.

The schedule for how the domestic points for the Rolling Point Standings (RPS) are calculated
throughout the season, from one domestic point competition to another can be found with each point
table type (see Chapter 4).

After the Junior and Cadet World Championships in April, Junior and Cadet point standings are
revised to reflect only those fencers eligible for the next year's World Junior and Cadet
Championships. After the Summer National Championships, and no later than August 1 of each
season, the Youth and Veteran 40-49 point standings are updated to contain only those who meet
the age criteria for the start of the season. After the Veteran World Championships (early
September) the Veteran 50-59 and Veteran 60+ point standings are updated.

The Super Youth Circuit competitions will award points to the top 40% of the field regardless of
where the cut off occurs, within a pool round or a direct elimination bracket.

For all other National point competitions, points will be awarded for placement within the direct
elimination bracket in which the top 40% of the competitive field falls to a maximum place of 32nd.

In the Veterans national point competitions, there will be no percentage cutoff with points awarded
to a maximum of 64™ place or to the last place in the competition, whichever number is smaller.

For all other National point competitions (Senior, Junior, and Cadet), points will be awarded for those
promoted from the pool round to the initial direction elimination table, and in the direct elimination
bracket in which the top 40% of the competitive field falls to a maximum place of 32", If the 40%
cut off falls within a pool round, the points will be awarded only in the direct elimination round. For
competitions where there is direct elimination with repéchage beginning at 32 the brackets are: final
4, 5-8, 9-12, 13-16, 17-24, 25-32. For competitions with repéchage starting at 16, the brackets are:
final 4, 5-8, 9-12, 13-16, 17-32. For competitions without repéchage, the brackets are: final 4, 5-8, 9-
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16, 17-32. If 40% of the field equals a mixed fraction number, the fraction portion of the number is
dropped; and the whole number equals the bracket in which points will be awarded.

The places in any tie will share the points for those places. The points are averaged for each place
involved (e.g., 3 tied for 25" receive the average of points for 25", 26™, and 27" place). If a fencer
is excluded from a competition, that place is left vacant and no one receives the points for that place.

Expiration and Replacement of Points

A current competition result replaces the comparable competition result of the prior season or year
unless such competition is not being held during the next season. In that case, points earned at a
specific point competition will be valid for 12 months. Points earned at National Championships are
retained until the next Championships.

3.3 Awarding of Points — International

Chapter 4 describes the different types of international competitions and who is eligible to compete.

The point tables for international points can be found in Appendix 2.3-2.5. When official results are
not available on the Internet, international points for USFA national point standings Will Be
Awarded Only if the complete official results have been submitted to the International Programs
Department at the USFA office within 30 days of an international individual and team competitions.
When an international competition occurs close to or at the same time as the time specified for
selection of fencers for an international team, then the results must be submitted within five
business days after that competition to be considered for the team point standings.

Changes to the rolling point standings for seeding a domestic point competition may be made if
international results are submitted or posted on the FIE website at least ten days prior to the
domestic point tournament.

Designated “A” (FIE World Cup) individual competitions are “A” competitions selected by each
National Weapon Coach as World Cup competitions that are most suited to the goals of the weapon
to aid in developing world class US fencers. These competitions are categorized as Group Il points

USFA points will be awarded for results at designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix competitions
as described below. Points will not be awarded in cases where the FIE has nullified the results of a
Senior World Cup or Grand Prix competition and does not award FIE points for that competition.

a. Fencer placed in the direct elimination bracket (4, 8, 16, 32, 64) in which top 40% of
the competitive field falls to a maximum of 32™ place, or 64™ as specified in item b
below.

b. If the strength factor in the “A” competition equals 2.0 and the fencer is promoted to

the 2" day table of 64 (complete or incomplete), placements earned between 33"
and 64" place will be awarded points (see Appendix 2.5 for point table).

If the resulting total number of points is less than 275, 165, or 110 (the lowest number of points
awarded in Senior, Junior, or Cadet domestic point competitions, respectively) the fencer is not listed
on the Senior, Junior, or Cadet point standings. A record is maintained for each fencer whose total is
less than the minimum number of points until the total number of points earned by the fencer equals
or is greater than the minimum required for that category of National point standings. The fencer will
then be placed on the point standings and the points combined as appropriate with any future
results.
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Points awarded for international competitions will remain in place until the competition is held again
in the following calendar year. If such competition is not held the next calendar year, the points will
be dropped 12 months after that international point competition. Points earned at World
Championships or Olympic Games remain until the next World Championships or Olympic Games,
whichever occurs next.

Strength Factor for USFA International Points

The Strength Factor (SF) is a multiplier used to determine the number of USFA points to be awarded
for each place in Senior World Cup and Grand Prix, Junior “A”, selected Desjgnated Cadet
competitions. The Strength Factor (SF) takes into consideration the size (N) of the field (actual
number of competitors) and the number of World Cup fencers in the competition. If a fencer is on
both the Junior and Senior FIE ranking list, the better of the two values is used in the calculation of
the Junior (JSF) or Senior (SSF) Strength Factor. The SSF is applied to Column M of the Point Table
in Appendix 2.5. The JSF is applied to Column L of the Point Table in Appendix 2.5. The FIE World
Cup standings used are those at the start of the competition. The maximum value of the SF is 2.0,
even if the formula generates a higher value. National coaches may also pre assign a strength factor
to Designated Cadet competitions.

FORMULA FOR SENIOR STRENGTH FACTOR (SSF)

SSF = [N/10 + 7(Sr8) + 6(Sr16) + 5(Sr32) + 4(Sr64) + 3(Jr16)+ 2(Sr100)]/100

where SSF = Senior Strength Factor
N = Number of Competitors
Sr8 = No. of fencers 1-8 in the FIE Senior World Cup standings
Srle = No. of fencers 9-16 in the FIE Senior World Cup standings
Sr32 = No. of fencers 17-32 in the FIE Senior World Cup standings
Sr64 = No. of fencers 33-64 in the FIE Senior World Cup standings
Sr100 = No. of fencers 65-100 in the FIE Senior World Cup standings
Jle = No. of fencers 1-16 in the FIE Junior World Cup Standings

FORMULA FOR JUNIOR STRENGTH FACTOR (JSF)

JSF = [N/3 + 10(Jr8) + 8(Jr16) + 6(Jr32) + 12(Sr16) ]/100

where JSF = Junior Strength Factor
N = Number of Competitors
Jr8 = No. of fencers 1-8 in the FIE Junior World Cup standings
Jl6 = No. of fencers 9-16 in the FIE Junior World Cup standings
J32 = No. of fencers 17-32 in the FIE Junior World Cup standings
Srle = No. of fencers 1-16 in the FIE Senior World Cup standings
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Chapter 4 - Point Standings and Team Selection

4.1 Overview of Point Calculations

Point standings are calculated differently for each age group. For the Senior, Junior, and Cadet point
standings, they are also calculated differently for each weapon.

In the event there is a discrepancy between a calculation formula listed in this chapter and elsewhere
in the Handbook, the formula included in this chapter shall prevail.

4.2 Senior Point Standings

Senior fencers may compete and earn USFA National Points at Division | events. Highly ranked
Senior fencers can earn points at designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix competitions. See
Chapter 5 for eligibility details. The minimum number of points a fencer must have to be listed on
the Senior point standings is 275.

Senior International points are calculated using the point table in Appendix 2.5. A Strength Factor is
applied to the value in the point table, as described in Chapter 3.3.

Satellite competitions will no longer be considered for USFA points.

Senior Domestic Point Standings Cycle

The following demonstrates how the domestic Group | rolling points are calculated throughout the
season, from one domestic point competition to another.

Point Total = sum of 3 highest results

1. After 08 Nationals to before Dec 08 NAC 2. After 08 Dec NAC to before 09 Jan NAC
07 Dec NAC DIV | 08 Jan NAC DIV |
08 Jan NAC DIV | 08 Apr DIV I Nationals
08 Apr NAC DIV | Nationals 08 Dec NAC DIV |
3. After 09 Jan NAC to before 09 Apr DIV | NAC 4. After 09 Apr DIV | NAC to before 09 Div | Nationals
08 Apr DIV | Nationals 08 DIV | Nationals
08 Dec NAC DIV | 08 Dec NAC DIV I
09 Jan NAC DIV I 09 Jan NAC DIV |

09 Apr DIV I NAC
5. End of Season Calculations
08 Dec NAC DIV I
09 Jan NAC DIV I
09 Apr NAC DIV I
09 Jul DIV | Nationals

Official end of season calculations will be done after the World Championships in the fall to allow for inclusion of international
points.
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4.3 Junior Point Standings

Junior fencers may compete and earn USFA National Points in their age category and in Division |
competitions. Highly ranked Junior point fencers can earn points at designated Junior “A” and Senior
World Cup and Grand Prix competitions. See Chapter 5 for eligibility details. The minimum number
of points a fencer must have to be listed on the Junior point standings is 165.

The cycle for the Junior point standings starts with the Summer National Championships and closes
after the World Junior Championships in the Spring. The Junior Championships at the Summer
National Championships have age entry criteria to match FIE criteria for the following year’s World
Junior Championships.

Junior International points are calculated using the point table in Appendix 2.5. A Strength Factor is
applied to the value in the point table, as described in Chapter 3.3.

Junior Domestic Rolling Point Standings Cycle

The following demonstrates how the domestic Group | rolling points are calculated throughout the
season, from one domestic point competition to another.

Point Total = sum of 4 highest results

1. Start of Junior season (after World Championships) Apr 2. After 08 Jul Sum Nationals to before 08 Nov NAC
08 to before 08 Jul Summer Nationals
07 Nov NAC JR

07 Jul Sum JR Nationals
07 Nov NAC JR

07 Dec NAC DIV I

08 Jan NAC DIV |

08 Jan NAC JR

08 Feb JO JR

08 Apr DIV | Nationals

3. After 08 Nov NAC to before 08 Dec NAC

07 Dec NAC DIV |

08 Jan NAC DIV |

08 Jan NAC JR

08 Feb JO JR

08 Apr DIV | Nationals
08 Jul Sum JR Nationals
08 Nov NAC JR

5. After 09 Jan NAC to before 09 Junior Olympics

08 Feb JO JR

08 NAC Apr DIV I

08 Jul Sum JR Nationals
08 Nov NAC JR

08 Dec NAC DIV |

09 Jan NAC DIV I

09 Jan NAC JR

07 Dec NAC DIV |

08 Jan NAC DIV |

08 Jan NAC JR

08 Feb JO JR

08 Apr DIV | Nationals
08 Jul Sum JR Nationals

4. After 08 Dec NAC to before 09 Jan NAC

08 Jan NAC DIV |

08 Jan NAC JR

08 Feb JO JR

08 Apr DIV | Nationals
08 Jul Sum JR Nationals
08 Nov NAC JR

08 Dec NAC DIV I

6. End of Season Calculations

08 Apr DIV | Nationals
08 Jul Sum JR Nationals
08 Nov NAC JR

08 Dec NAC DIV |

09 Jan NAC DIV |

09 Jan NAC JR

09 Feb JO JR

09 Apr DIV I NAC

Official end of season calculations will be done after the
Junior/Cadet World Championships in April to allow for
inclusion of international points.
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4.4 Cadet Point Standings

Cadet fencers may compete and earn USFA National points in their age category, in the Junior
category and in Division if fencers meet the entry criteria specified in Chapter 2.5. Cadet fencers who
have achieved high standings can also earn points for the Cadet standings at designated international
Cadet competitions and may be able to compete and earn points at Junior “A” World Cup
competitions. The restrictions on entering international competitions reflect the standards of
performance expected of any fencer prior to advancing to international competition. See Chapter 5
for details. The minimum total number of points a fencer must have to be listed on the Cadet point
standings is 110.

The cycle for the Cadet point standings starts with the Summer National Championships and closes
after the World Junior & Cadet Championships in the Spring. The Cadet Championships at the
Summer National Championships have age entry criteria to match FIE criteria for the following year’s
World Cadet Championships.

Designated Cadet “B” is nhomenclature used by the USFA to describe an international competition that
has been designated by the National Weapon Coaches as being suited to provide international
experience and point opportunities for Cadet fencers and are competitions limited to Cadet fencers.
Cadet fencers can earn Group Il Points at those competitions for team selection (See Appendix 2.3-
2.5 for point tables).

Cadet Domestic Point Standings Cycle

The following demonstrates how the domestic rolling points (Group | points) are calculated
throughout the season, from one domestic point competition to another. The Cadet season begins
with the Summer National Championships.

Point Total = sum of 4 highest results

1. Start of Cadet Season (after World Championships, 08 2. After 07 Jul Sum Nationals to Before 08 Oct NAC
Apr) to before 08 Jul Summer Nationals

07 Jul Sum Nationals CDT 07 Oct NAC CDT
07 Jul Sum Nationals JR 07 Nov NAC CDT
07 Oct NAC CDT 07 Nov NAC JR
07 Nov NAC CDT 08 Jan NAC JR
07 Nov NAC JR 08 Feb JO CDT
08 Jan NAC JR 08 Feb JO JR
08 Feb JO CDT 08 Jul Summer Nationals CDT
08 Feb JO JR 08 Jul Summer Nationals JR
3. After 08 Oct NAC to before 08 Nov NAC 4. After 08 Nov NAC to before 09 Jan NAC
07 Nov NAC CDT 08 Jan NAC JR
07 Nov NAC JR 08 Feb JO CDT
08 Jan NAC JR 08 Feb JO JR
08 Feb JO CDT 08 Jul Summer Nationals CDT
08 Feb JO JR 08 Jul Summer Nationals JR
08 Jul Summer Nationals CDT 08 Oct NAC CDT
08 Jul Sum Nationals JR 08 Nov NAC CDT
08 Oct NAC CDT 08 Nov NAC JR
5. After 09 Jan NAC to before 09 Feb Junior Olympics 6. End of Season Calculations
08 Feb JO CDT 08 Jul Summer Nationals CDT
08 Feb JO JR 08 Jul Summer Nationals JR
08 Jul Summer Nationals CDT 08 Oct NAC CDT
08 Jul Summer Nationals JR 08 Nov NAC CDT
08 Oct NAC CDT 08 Nov NAC JR
08 Nov NAC CDT 09 Jan NAC JR
08 Nov NAC JR 09 Feb JO CDT
09 Jan NAC JR 09 Feb JO JR

Official end of season calculations will be done after the
Junior/Cadet World Championships in April to allow for
inclusion of international points.
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4.5 Youth Point Standings

For the three Youth categories, points may be earned by competing at national point competitions for
one’s own age category and the next older category. For example, a Y12 fencer can earn points on
the Y12 Point Standings at Y12 and Y14 point competitions. Points can also be earned through the
Super Youth Circuit (SYC) competitions, where the fencer’s best result, the one in which the fencer
earns the most points in his or her age category (or the next older category in the case of Y10 and
Y12 fencers) and weapon will count towards his or her total in youth point standings.

Youth fencers who are too young for the next age category can compete in that next age category
when they are on the point standings for their age category in that weapon at the entry deadline for
the competition or tournament. For example, if a fencer is listed on the National Y10 point standings
in men’s foil at the entry deadline for the competition or tournament, that fencer can compete in a
Y12 men'’s foil competition even if the fencer is younger than the minimum age required.

The season for the Youth point standings coincides with the membership year, August 1 through July
31, with the youth competitions at the Summer National Championships as the final national point
competitions. (At this time the Youth 10 and Youth 12 competitions held during the Summer National
Championships are not designated as National Championships.) The point standings after the
Summer Nationals are the final standings for the three Youth age categories for that season. The
point standings on August 1, the beginning of the new season, are updated to include only those
fencers who meet the age criteria for the new season for each age category in each weapon.

For the Youth point standings, the point total is the sum of the best four points earned at the eligible
tournaments for that age group. For example, for the Youth 10 point standings, the point total is the
sum of the best four points earned at the combination of Youth 10 and Youth 12 competitions at: the
North American Cup (NAC) tournament, one SYC, and at the Youth competitions held during the
Summer National Championships during the season.

The following demonstrates how the domestic points are calculated throughout the season, from one
domestic point competition to another.

Youth 10 (Y10) Point Standings Cycle

Point Total = sum of 4 highest results

1. Start of Season to before 09 Apr Youth NAC 2. After 09 Apr Youth NAC to before 09 Jul Summer
Nationals

07-08 Season - 1 SYC Y10

07-08 Season - 1 SYC Y12

08 Apr NAC Y12

08 Apr NAC Y10

08 Jul Summer Nationals Y10
08 Jul Summmer Nationals Y12

3. End of Season Calculations

08-09 Season - 1 SYC Y10
08-09 Season - 1 SYC Y12
09 Apr NAC Y12

09 Apr NAC Y10

09 Jul Summer Nationals Y10
09 Jul Summer Nationals Y12
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08 Jul Summer Nationals Y10
08 Jul Summer Nationals Y12
08-09 Season - 1 SYC Y10
08-09 Season - 1 SYC Y12
09 Apr NAC Y12

09 Apr NAC Y10



Youth 12 (Y12) Point Standings Cycle

Point Total = sum of 4 highest results

1. Beginning of season to Before 08 Nov Y14 NAC

07 Nov NAC Y14

07-08 Season - 1 SYC Y12
07-08 Season - 1 SYC Y14
08 Apr NAC Y12

08 Apr NAC Y14

08 Jul Summer Nationals Y12
08 Jul Summer Nationals Y14

3. After Apr Youth NAC to Before Sum Nationals

08 Nov NAC Y14

09 Apr NAC Y12

09 Apr NAC Y14

08-09 Season - 1 SYC Y12
08-09 Season - 1 SYC Y14
08 Jul Summer Nationals Y12
08 Jul Summer Nationals Y14

2. After 08 Nov NAC to before 09 Apr Youth NAC

08 Nov NAC Y14

07-08 Season - 1 SYC Y12
07-08 Season - 1 SYC Y14
08 Apr NAC Y12

08 Apr NAC Y14

08 Jul Summer Nationals Y12
08 Jul Summer Nationals Y14

4. End of Season Calculations

08 Nov NAC Y14

09 Apr NAC Y12

09 Apr NAC Y14

08-09 Season - 1 SYC Y12
08-09 Season - 1 SYC Y14
09 Jul Summer Nationals Y12
09 Jul Summer Nationals Y14

Youth 14 (Y14) Point Standings Cycle

Point Total = sum of 4 highest results

1. Beginning of season to before 08 Oct NAC

07 Oct NAC CDT

07 Oct NAC Y14

07 Nov NAC CDT

08 Feb JO CDT

08 Apr NAC Y14

07-08 Season - 1 SYC Y14

08 Jul Summer Nationals Y14
08 Jul Summer Nationals CDT

3. After 08 Nov NAC to before 09 Feb Junior Olympics

08 Feb JO CDT

08 Apr NAC Y14

07-08 Season - 1 SYC Y14

08 Jul Summer Nationals Y14
08 Jul Summer Nationals CDT
08 Oct NAC CDT

08 Nov NAC Y14

08 Nov NAC CDT

5. After 09 Apr NAC to Before 09 Jul Sum Nationals

08 Jul Summer Nationals Y14
08 Jul Summer Nationals CDT
08 Oct NAC CDT

08 Nov NAC Y14

08 Nov NAC CDT

09 Feb JO CDT

09 Apr NAC Y14

08-09 Season - 1 SYC Y14

2. After 08 Oct NAC to before 08 Nov NAC

07 Nov NAC CDT

08 Feb JO CDT

08 Apr NAC Y14

07-08 Season - 1 SYC Y14
08 Jul Summer Nationals Y14
08 Jul Sum Nationals CDT

08 Oct NAC CDT

08 Oct NAC Y14

4. After 09 Feb Junior Olympics to before 09 Apr NAC

08 Apr NAC Y14

07-08 Season - 1 SYC Y14

08 Jul Summer Nationals Y14
08 Jul Summer Nationals CDT
08 Oct NAC CDT

08 Nov NAC Y14

08 Nov NAC CDT

09 Feb JO CDT

6. End of Season Calculations

08 Oct NAC CDT

08 Nov NAC Y14

08 Nov NAC CDT

09 Feb JO CDT

09 Apr NAC Y14

08-09 Season - 1 SYC Y14
09 Jul Summer Nationals Y14
09 Jul Sum Nationals CDT

37



4.6 Veteran Point Standings

There are two types of Veteran Point Standings, the Combined Age Point Standings, and the Age
Specific Standings (40-49, 50-59, and 60+).

Veteran Rolling Point Standings are calculated as the Best 2 of the 3 domestic Veterans Competitions,
plus points earned at the last Veterans World Championships.

Veteran Team Point Standings (those used to select the team for the next Veterans World
Championships) are calculated as the best 2 of the 3 domestic Veterans Competitions held in the
current season. Team Point Standings are calculated for the selection of Veteran 50-59 and Veteran
60+ World Teams, as these are the only age categories at the Veterans World Championships.

Veteran World Championships

Tournament Description

Individual competitions are held for six weapons (Men's Epee, Men’s Foil, Men’s Saber, Women'’s
Epee, Women’s Foil, and Women’s Saber). These Championships were started in 1998 as an annual
summer tournament. For the Veteran World Championships, each country can enter four fencers in
each of six weapons (women'’s saber added in 2005) in each of two age categories (50-59, 60 and
older). The age brackets are based on the criteria for this tournament published by the FIE for the
2006 Veterans World Championships. Changes can occur by the FIE and will be posted on the USFA
website. The tournament is normally held in early September. Each bout in direct elimination is
fenced to a maximum of 10 touches in 2 periods of 3 minutes each with a 1-minute rest in between.

Eligibility
U.S. citizen at time of selection who is between 50 and 59 years of age or 60 or older on the 1st of
September of the year in which the Veterans World Championships are being held.

Selection Criteria

The top four fencers in each weapon in each of the two age categories will be selected according to
the Veterans Age Team Point standings no later than the last day of the Summer Nationals
Championships. The Veterans Age Team standings are calculated as the best two of three national
tournaments: the NAC age specific Veterans tournaments in December and March, and the Veterans
Age Championships at the Summer National Championships.

Ties for selection

In case of ties in total points for qualification to the World Championships based on the best two of
three results from the qualifying events:
1. The highest point award in one event shall resolve the tie; in case the tie remains, then

2. The next highest point award in the three events shall resolve the tie; in case the tie
remains, then

3. A ten touch direct elimination fence-off at Summer Nationals shall resolve the tie.
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Chapter 5 — International

5.1 International Competition Categories

There are different categories of international competitions at which FIE (1) points and/or USFA (2)
points can be earned:

FIE“A” or World Cup and Grand Prix Competitions (1,2)

FIE sanctioned Competitions (1)

“B” or European Open Competitions (1,2)

Designated European Cadet Competitions (2)

FIE World Cup Team Competitions held in conjunction with FIE Grand Prix Competitions (1)
FIE World Championships (1,2) — See Chapter 6

Pan American Zonal Championships (1)

Olympic Games (1,2)

“A” or World Cup Competitions

An international competition specified as an “A” competition is a World Cup competition held under
the auspices and rules of the International Fencing Federation, the FIE. There are two age groups
for individual “A” competitions: Senior and Junior (Under-20).

The FIE has reconfigured the geographic spread of Senior World Cup and Grand Prix competitions
whereby there will be a maximum of 14 events per weapon, divided into 9 World Cup events (4
Europe, 2 America, 2 Asia, 1 Africa) and 5 Grand Prix events (2 Europe, 1 America, 1 Asia, 1 Africa)
where the Grand Prix must include a team event.

Grand Prix World Cup competitions are a more restrictive in the number of entries per country than
Senior World Cups, and are paired with World Cup Team competitions. Athletes are awarded double
the number of FIE points given for an “A” competition.

For any World Cup competition, the national federations must enter the fencers from their countries.
The fencers cannot enter themselves. The USFA is responsible for entering US fencers in all World
Cup, Grand Prix and Cadet Designated competitions, all World Championships, and Pan American
Zonal Championships.

A country entering 5-9 fencers in an “A” competition must provide one international rated referee. If
more than 9 fencers are entered, the country must provide 2 referees. This does not apply to Grand
Prix competitions, as the referees are appointed by the FIE.

Age Criteria
A Junior fencer, as defined by the FIE, must be at least 13 years old and under 20 years old on
January 1 of the year in which the next World Junior Championships will be held. A Senior fencer
must be at least 13 years old on January 1 of the year in which the next Senior World Championships
or Olympic Games will be held, whichever occurs first. There are no exceptions to this age criteria.

Citizenship Requirement

All fencers must be a United States Citizen to request for entry in a Cadet Designated, Junior “A”,
Senior World Cup, Grand Prix and Team competitions.

Designated International Competitions

Designated “A” individual competitions are “A” competitions selected by the US National Weapon
Coaches as World Cup and Grand Prix competitions that are most suited to the goals of the weapon
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to aid in developing world class US fencers. Designated Cadet Competitions are international
competitions restricted to Cadet age fencers (at least 13 years old and under 17 years old as of
January 1st of the year of the next World Cadet Championships) and which the National Weapon
Coaches deem valuable in preparing Cadet fencers for world-class competitions. These competitions
are categorized as Group Il competitions in the formula for computing points for the national point
standings (See Chapters 7-12). The list of Senior, Junior, and Cadet designated international
competitions can be found in Appendix 1.3-1.8.

Entry Limitations

The FIE has set a limit of 12 athletes from each country for Senior World Cup and Junior “A”
competitions. For competitions held in Europe, the host country can enter an additional 8 fencers.
For competitions held outside of Europe, the host country can enter an additional 18 fencers. There
are no exceptions to this rule.

Grand Prix competitions are limited to 8 fencers per country. The host country may enter up to 12
fencers, plus the number of fencers needed to make up the pools, up to a maximum of 20 fencers.

Satellite Competitions

Satellite competitions are a separate group of international competitions, sanctioned by the FIE. FIE
points, on a significantly smaller scale than that applied for “A” competitions, can be earned at these
competitions. Entry procedures for Satellite competitions are the same as for World Cups. Satellite
competitions will no longer be considered for USFA points.

“B” or European Open Competitions

A “B” or European Open competition is defined by the USFA as any European “Open” competition
that is not a World Cup or Satellite competition. Fencers may enter themselves in these
competitions. FIE and USFA points are not awarded at these competitions.

Designated Cadet Competitions

Designated Cadet “B” is nomenclature used by the USFA to describe an international cadet
competition that the National Weapon Coaches select to provide international experience and point
opportunities for Cadet fencers.

Grand Prix and Grand Prix Team Competitions

Grand Prix individual competitions are more restrictive set of Senior World Cups and are paired with a
World Cup Team competitions and athletes are awarded double the number of FIE points given for
an “A” competition.

Grand Prix World Cup Team competitions are FIE competitions held in conjunction with Grand Prix
World Cup Individual competitions. A country can enter a team of 3 fencers plus a substitute.
Countries can earn FIE team points for the FIE World Team standings at these competitions (see
Chapter 5.3). The FIE World Team standings are used to seed teams at Team World Cup
competition, at the Senior World Championships and at the Olympic Games. The FIE World Team
standings is used to qualify for the Olympic Games.

With performance in the team competitions critical to qualifying for the Olympic Games, the USFA will

support the participation in Grand Prix World Cup team competitions for each weapon to the extent
possible within the constraints of the budget for each season. The National Weapon Coach, in
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consultation with the Director of High Performance, will determine selection of the fencers for each
Grand Prix World Cup Team competition based on the following criteria (not in any order):

National point standings
Performance in prior domestic and international team competitions
Junior and/or senior results at international competitions

Team entry fee will be reimbursed by the USFA. It is recommended that one person pay the fee and
obtain a receipt. If the organizer is unable to provide a receipt, write out a receipt that can be signed
by the person receiving the entry fee. The receipt must be dated and include name and/or city of
team competition. Team entry fees may be advanced, with three weeks notice, to the team coach
accompanying the team.

5.2 Entry Procedures and Eligibility Requirements

With fencers participating in more World Cup competitions and Cadet competitions, the USFA has
made available a delegation travel warm up which can be purchased for $75. The warm up is a basic
black warm-up with the USFA logo on the back of the jacket. Order form can be found on the USFA’s
website.

Eligibility
Eligibility is determined by the USFA point standings as of the USFA deadline to request entry into an

International Competition. Results that change the point standings between the deadline and the
competition have no bearing on the selection.

Cadet competitions: Rolling point standings will be used for Cadets up through the Dec DIV | NAC,
after that, the Team point standings will be used. A maximum of 12 fencers will be accepted Cadet
Designated Competitions (16 in Men'’s Foil, unlimited in Women'’s Epee and Women'’s Foil**).

Junior competitions: Rolling point standings will be used for Juniors and Cadets through the Dec DIV
I NAC, after that the Team point standings will be used. Junior rankings take precedence over Cadet
ranking.

Senior Competitions: Rolling point standings will be used for Seniors until the first competition held
after the April NAC (April National Championships in 2009) (the deadlines for these competitions
could be before the April Tournament) after that the Team point standings will be used. Senior
ranking take precedence over Junior ranking.

Men's Epee Men's Foil Men’s Saber Women'’s Epee Women'’s Foil Women'’s Saber
Senior Grand 2008 Olympians 2008 2008 Olympians 2008 Olympians 2008 Olympians 2008 Olympians
Prix Top 16 S Olympians Top 16 S Top 24 S Top 24 S Top 24 S
(maximum of 8 | Top 8J Top 16 S Top 81J Top 12J Top 12 J Top 12J
fencers can be Top 81J Remaining ranked Remaining Top4C
entered) Srs ranked Srs
Senior World 2008 Olympians 2008 2008 Olympians 2008 Olympians 2008 Olympians 2008 Olympians
Cups Top 24 S Olympians Top 24 S Top 24 S Top 24 S Top 24 S
(maximum of Top 12 Top 24 S Top 12J Top 12J Top 12J Top 12J
12 fencers can Top 12 Remaining ranked Remaining Top4C
be entered) Srs ranked Srs
Junior World Top 24 Top 24 Top 24 J Top 24 J Top 24 J Top 24J
Cups Top 12 C Top 12 C Top 12 C Top 12 C Top 12 C Top 16 C
(maximum of Remaining ranked Remaining
12 fencers can Jrs ranked Jrs
be entered
Cadet Top 24 C Top 24 C Top 24 C *k el All Cadets on
Designated Points

41




S —Senior Point Standings J — Junior Point Standings C — Cadet Point Standings

** Open (any fencer meeting the age requirement may apply). Must have fenced in an NAC cadet or
Y14 event. If more than 12 fencers apply, those who are ranked 13 and lower must cover the
expense of a referee, if one is required.

Eligibility Exceptions: Fencers who do not meet eligibility criteria can receive waivers and be allowed to
fence in World Cups. Fencers who are not eligible and are granted a waiver will be allowed to fence
with the following conditions: there is space left in the US allotment, and an additional referee is not
required if they are accepted.

Men’s Epee and Men'’s Foil — If fencer is not eligible, fencer may compete under the above
conditions.

Men’s Saber — If fencer is not eligible, fencer must contact the National Weapon Coach prior to
the entry deadline to request a waiver.

Women's Epee - If fencer is not eligible, fencer must contact the National Weapon prior to the
deadline to request a waiver.

Women's Foil — If fencer is not eligible, fencer must contact the National Weapon prior to the
deadline to request a waiver.

Women's Saber — If fencer is not eligible, fencer must contact the National Weapon Coach prior
to the deadline to request a waiver.

Entry Procedures

Fencers must submit the “Request to Enter” form (available on USFA website and in Appendix 4) with
USFA International Programs Department by the entry deadline. Submission of this form does not
guarantee fencers a spot in the competition. Deadlines are published in the Athlete Handbook (see
Appendix 1) and on the USFA Website, and are generally 35 days prior to the competition. An earlier
deadline is imposed for those countries to which US citizens must apply for a visa to enter the
country.

Starting in November 2008, there is a $100.00 Squad Fee that will be assessed for all fencers
competing in Junior and Cadet Competitions. Fencers are required to submit the Squad Fee form with
their request for World Cup entry form. The fencer is not charged this fee unless they have competed
in that Junior World Cup or Cadet Competitions. The fee is for both designated and non-designated
competitions.

US fencers must be entered by the USFA to compete in a World Cup, Grand Prix, Cadet Designated,
or Satellite competition. Any US fencer who competes in such competition without being entered by
the USFA will not be awarded any points for which the fencer might have been eligible and that
fencer will be responsible for any and all financial penalties imposed on the USFA by the FIE or the
competition organizers.

Fencers must have a current FIE License, in addition to being a current competitive USFA member, in
order to compete in any FIE competitions — World Cup, Grand Prix, Satellite, or World
Championships.

Late entries: A fencer who submits an entry request for an “A” competition after the deadline MUST
PAY the USFA $150 late fee IMMEDIATELY. Such fee must be paid from the fencer's personal funds,
not from the individual's USFA performance funds. Late entries will be considered based on eligibility
and space available. No fencer can displace another fencer if the entry application arrives after the
deadline, no matter his or her ranking. Entries received after the entry deadline may not be
accepted, especially if that extra entry creates the need for an additional referee beyond what was
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planned. There is no guarantee that late entries will be accepted. Late entries will not be considered
within 15 days prior to the competition.

FIE Licenses

There is an annual charge for the FIE License, payable to the USFA. The FIE License includes a one
year subscription to the FIE quarterly magazine. FIE licenses can only be ordered through the USFA;
the request form is on the USFA website. Fencer must also submit a signed USFA Code of Conduct
with the FIE License application.

The FIE has stopped issuing FIE license cards and keeps records on their website. Fencers can verify
their FIE license on the FIE website (www.fie.ch).

Below is an excerpt from the FIE Administrative Rules, April 2008, on the subject of FIE Licenses:

As extracts of the FIE Rules (respect of the Rules and commitment not to take drugs) appeared on
the front of the license card and the signature of the fencer was requested on the back, the following
texts is posted on the page of the FIE Internet website where licenses are ordered:

The national federations ordering a FIE license confirms that the athletes who participate in FIE
competitions agree to:

1. abide by the provisions of the FIE Rules and Statutes ;

2. respect the FIE anti-doping Rules, use neither prohibited substances nor prohibited methods
and agree to undergo any in competition and out-of competition testing ;

3. transfer to the FIE any individual or collective image rights and agree to be filmed (notably
by the television), photographed, identified and registered in any way. The FIE undertakes to
use these rights only in connection with the promotion and development of fencing in the
following media: publications and reviews, Internet website, audiovisual aids.

Obligatory

1. All fencers taking part in any FIE official competitions, including satellite competitions must
be FIE licenses for the current season. A fencer cannot be enter if he is not an FIE licensee
for the current season. The license is valid for the current fencing season.

2. The license is also obligatory for the following people

a. The members of the FIE Executive Committee and the FIE Commissions
b. The officials designated for the World Championships and the Olympic games and
c. A and B grade referees of the FIE.

Finalizing the Entries

One to two business days after the deadline, the list of fencers and alternates is finalized. The point
standings that are current as of the deadline determine the order of fencers. Results that change the
point standings between the deadline and the competition have no bearing on the selection.

The list is then sent by email to all fencers who have sent in a request to enter including alternates,
and to the pertinent National Weapon Coaches. It is the fencer’s responsibility to keep the national
office apprised of his or her most current email address (es). Please send email address changes to
international@usfencing.org.

Withdrawing from an International Competition

Fencers must withdraw from a competition in writing (email is acceptable). The deadline for a
withdrawal is 21 days prior to the first day of competition. Fencers withdrawing after the deadline or
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who do not show at the competition will be fined $1500. Such fee must be paid from the fencer's
personal funds, not from the individual's USFA performance funds. Exceptions to this fine may be
considered if the fencer is withdrawing due to an injury or illness that prevents the fencer from
competing. Medical documentation from a doctor and a written request to waive the fine is required
for consideration. Repetitive infractions may not be considered.

Alternates are notified via email when a withdrawal happens and must confirm their ability to go or
their wish to withdraw within 4 days of such notification. Alternates not responding within 4 days will
be removed from the list of alternates. Alternates will be notified only up to 15 days prior to the first
day of competition. Any withdrawals occurring within 14 days of the international competition will
not result in any further notification to the alternates or additions to the list of entries submitted to
the organizer of the FIE competition.

5.3 FIE World Ranking

The FIE World Cup ranking system is computed on a rolling point system: The competition held
during the current year replaces the corresponding competition held the year before. If a
competition does not take place in the current season, the points obtained at the same competition in
the previous season are removed on the anniversary of the competition.

Individual FIE Rankings

The FIE maintains a World Ranking list for Seniors and Juniors based on results at Senior World Cups
and Grand Prix competitions for Seniors and Junior “A” competitions respectively. These rankings
can be found on the FIE website at www.fie.ch. Senior rankings are calculated as the sum of points
earned at six Senior World Cup and Grand Prix competitions in which the fencer has participated,
with no more that three competitions from any one of the four continents (Europe, Asia, Africa,
Americas), plus the World Championships or Olympic Games.

Points are awarded as follows (4" place at the Olympic Games is awarded 54 points):

Placement Junior “A” World Grand Prix Competitions Senior World
Cups and Zonal Championships Championships and
Senior World Cups Olympic Games
1% 32 points 64 points 96 points
2 26 points 52 points 78 points
3¢ 20 points 40 points 60 points
5h_ gt 14 points 28 points 42 points
9™ _ 16" 8 points 16 points 24 points
17" — 32™ 4 points 8 points 12 points
33— g4™ 2 points 4 points 6 points

Team FIE Rankings

The official FIE team world ranking is based on the sum of the team’s best 4 results in Team World
Cup competitions, with a maximum of two results obtained in the same continental zone, plus the
World Championships or the Olympic Games.

Team Scale of Points (doubled for World Championships and Olympic Games)

Place Points Place Points Place Points
1% 64 points 12" 22 points 23" 8 points
2nd 52 points 13" 21 points 24" 8 points
3 40 points 14" 20 points 25" 8 points
4™ 36 points 15" 19 points 26" 8 points
5 32 points 16" 18 points 27" 8 points
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6" 30 points 17" 8 points 28" 8 points
7" 28 points 18" 8 points 29" 8 points
g 26 points 19" 8 points 30" 8 points
ot 25 points 20" 8 points 31 8 points
10" 24 points 21% 8 points 32 8 points
11" 23 points 22" 8 points

Video Refereeing: FIE Administrative Rules, April 2008

In 2006 the FIE decided to use video to review certain referee decisions. Fencers can appeal for a
certain number of video replays and the referees, as well, can ask to consult the video replay before
making their decisions. The FIE believes that this will improve the quality of decisions and allow solid
proof of decisions taken.

The fencer has one possible appeal during each bout in the pool round. In direct elimination bouts,
the fencer has two possible appeals to video-refereeing.

Should the video prove the fencer who appealed to the video-refereeing right, the latter is entitled to
get back his possibility of appeal.

In team events, the fencers have one possible appeal to the video-refereeing per relay and they are
entitled to get back this appeal should the video referee prove them right.

In the case of an appeal to the video-refereeing, the referee will move towards the refereeing
delegate, they will watch the video together and after consultation with the delegate, the referee will
give his final decision.

At conventional weapons, when both lamps are on, the referee must look at his monitor before
making a decision.

If both fencers are equal at the end of the match, the referee must use the video-refereeing system
and go next to the refereeing delegate. They will examine the video together, and after consulting
the delegate, the referee will give his final decision without the possibility of consulting the video
again.

The last action will be replayed on the referee’s and the refereeing delegate’s monitors, first at the
real speed and then in slow motion, at 20%.

The refereeing delegate has the possibility to request that the referee review his decision at any time.
The person(s) checking the referee’s decision does not have to be a member of the refereeing

commission. For the World Championships, the refereeing head delegate will designate a person or
persons.

Video Refereeing-All Weapons
The FIE Executive Committee decided it was necessary to make video- refereeing compulsory at

all three weapons as of the 2008-2009 season. As a result, the following changes have been made
to the rules relating to video-refereeing: [FIE Letter 9-08, June 13, 2008]
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For Grand Prix competitions, at all three weapons, video-refereeing is compulsory and
must be used as soon as the timetable allows the competition to be run on only 4
pistes, and in any case from the table of 64.

For Grand Prix World Cup team competitions, at all three weapons, video-
refereeing is compulsory from the table of 32 onwards including the matches for 3rd
place but excluding the other ranking matches.

For individual and team competitions of the open World Championships,

video-refereeing is obligatory from the beginning of the competition onwards. 8
pistes equipped for video-refereeing are thus necessary.
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Chapter 6 - National Teams

6.1 Definition of National Team

The members of the US teams to the Cadet, Junior, and Senior World Championships, the
corresponding alternates, and the official cadre are considered members of the USFA National Team.
Members of the USFA National team are those who have achieved the highest performance among
their peers and the designation recognizes their achievement.

6.2 International Teams

The following are the current international tournaments for which the USFA is responsible in selection
of the athletes and cadre. Descriptions of the competitions and their selection criteria can be found
in Chapter 6.4-6.13. A schedule of the major international tournaments can be found in Appendix
1.9.

Junior and Cadet World Championships — held annually

Senior World Championships — held every year but year of Olympic Games

Senior Team World Championships — held the year of the Olympic Games for each weapon
that will not have a team competition at the Olympic Games

World University Games — held in odd numbered years only

Pan American Games — held the year before the Olympic Games

Olympic Games — held every four years, next one will be held in 2012

Pan American Junior and Cadet Fencing Championships — held annually

Pan American Senior Championships — held annually

Wheelchair World Championships — held every four years, 2 years prior to the Paralympic
Games

Paralympic Games includes Wheelchair Fencing, held immediately after Olympic Games —
held every 4 years.

World Veteran Championships — held annually

Descriptions of each of these international tournaments can be found in this chapter. The associated
selection criteria by weapon can be found in Chapters 7-12.

Eligibility Rules of Team Selection

Fencers must be citizens of the United States at the time of selection for international teams and
eligible to represent the United States.

The FIE Statutes state that fencers be at least 13 years old on Jan. 1 in the year of each World
Championships to participate in any FIE competition: World Cup, World Championships, Pan
American Zonal Championships, Olympic Games. (10.1.1 FIE Statutes, 2007)

Notification of Selection

Fencers will be selected as a member of an international team based on the National Team Point
Standings in accordance with the selection criteria for that team for that weapon as described in
Chapters 7-12. Final selection of the fencers will be announced within five business days from the
ending date of the final team selection specified in the team selection criteria. This schedule permits
international results to be submitted that may affect the final team point standings. International
results that could affect the standings must be received no later than three business days after the
last competition that could be included in the standings.
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Only those fencers who are citizens and meet the age criteria at the time of selection can be
members of US international teams. If a fencer is a US citizen but has represented another country,
that fencer must have received permission from the FIE to change country representation to be
selected for a US team. This written permission must be received three years prior during which time
the fencer has not represented any country (9.2.2 FIE Statues, 2007).

When selection is completed for any USFA team, a set of documents will be sent electronically and/or
by post to each member of the team and the corresponding alternates. Two key documents are the
ACCEPTANCE FORM, by which the fencer notifies the USFA of acceptance of the appointment, and
the CODE OF CONDUCT, by which the fencer agrees to rules of conduct. Alternates must also
complete these forms to notify the USFA of availability and interest in the team in case one or more
of the invited fencers cannot accept the appointment to the team or must withdraw from that team.
If these forms are not received by the date specified, it is understood that the fencer does not accept
an appointment to that team and will not be named to that team. In order to be sure we can contact
candidates for teams, the fencers should keep the USFA office informed of their current email
address (es). Send email changes to international@usfencing.org.

A fencer who accepts appointment to a USFA international team must be available for any team
competition associated with the tournament as well as any team training camp.

Fencers who have questions regarding their opportunity to compete that are not answered by the
USFA, may contact the USOC Athlete Ombudsman: John W. Ruger by telephone at (888) ATHLETE,
or by email at john.ruger@usoc.org.

Selection in More Than One Competition

Fencers who are selected for more than one individual competition as a member of an international
team may elect to compete in all such competitions if each competition is held on a separate day.
The priority of the USFA is to field the strongest team in each team competition and supersedes the
interests of a fencer to compete in the second weapon if the fencer is chosen for the team
competition.

Alternates for International teams

Alternates for the USFA international teams are chosen on the basis of the National Team Point
standings used for selection of that team. The number of alternates is the same as the number of
members of the team for each weapon. Those fencers who are not eligible to represent the United
States at that tournament are removed from the standings prior to determination of team members
and alternates. For example, if there were three positions for each weapon on a team, alternates
would be those fencers fourth through sixth place in the team point standings, eliminating fencers
not eligible for selection.

Ties for Selection

Ties for selection will be resolved in the following priority:

1. Total number of points accumulated for designated “A” competitions used in calculating the
sum of points in Group Il of the selection criteria. See Chapter 3.4.2-4 for specific details.

2. Highest points earned at a single designated “A” used in calculating the sum of points in
Group II.

3. Next highest points earned at a single designated “A” until there is no tie.
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Highest place at a single designated “A”.

Next highest place at a single designated “A” until there is no tie.

Highest place in any U.S. national point competition

Next highest place in any U.S. national point competition until there is no tie.

If there is still a tie, then the High Performance Director, National Weapon Head Coach, and
representative from the AAC will resolve the tie.

Team Travel

©NoagA

The USFA will coordinate travel plans for each international team sponsored by the USFA. These
plans will reflect the specific circumstances for each team. Fencers who accept appointment to an
international team must comply with the specific travel plans for that team.

USFA travel funding for fencers for the competitions is discussed in Chapter 13.3.

Personal Equipment

Fencers are responsible for ensuring that their personal equipment meets FIE standards (see Chapter
4.4). Fencers should not travel to an international tournament intending to buy equipment or
expecting the team armorer will assemble such equipment on site. For Senior, Junior and Cadet
World Championships, World University Games, Pan American Games and the Olympic Games,
fencers will need practice equipment separate from competition equipment. Competition equipment,
including the fencer’s uniform, must be submitted to FIE “weapon control" at least 24 hours before
the competition, to verify that fencers’ equipment meets all FIE specifications. The team armorer
must have sufficient time to ensure that the equipment conforms to FIE standards. Any fencer
submitting equipment to the team armorer requiring extensive replacement parts will be charged
accordingly.

The FIE requires that each fencer’s uniform display the country colors, a specific pattern approved by
the FIE for that country (See Appendix 4.1). Since name and country must be on the back of the
jacket or lamé and country colors on the knickers, it is recommended that fencers pack their uniform
in their carry-on luggage so that if equipment is delayed or lost by an airline the fencers have their
uniform.

Passport Requirement

Fencers planning to compete in international competitions must have a U.S. passport with an
expiration date that is at least six (6) months after the scheduled return date to the United States.
WARNING - if you have a passport that needs to be renewed or do not have a passport, DO NOT
WAIT to renew your current passport or to apply for a passport. Due to changes in passport
requirements to Canada and other places, the length of time to renew or obtain a passport has
dramatically increased. It can be quite costly for expedited service. Persons with a foreign passport
must check with destination country’s embassy on visa requirements. Any intervening stops in a
foreign country will also require a visa to “enter” that country.

Team Warm-ups

The USFA through its sponsorship arrangement with Adidas USA will award each member of a US
team to World Championships (Cadet, Junior, and Senior), Pan American Games and Olympic Games
a team warm-up, which will be issued once every two years, until a new model is received. Fencers
must bring the official USFA team warm-up when serving as a member of any official USFA team.
They are obligated to wear the warm-up at the Opening and Closing ceremonies, at presentation of
finalists and at medal award ceremonies of each International tournament in which they are
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competing. Exceptions to this rule are teams selected under the sponsorship of the U.S. Olympic
Committee (World University Games, Pan American Games, and Olympic Games).

This requirement is the means by which we give recognition to the national sponsor of the USFA,
Adidas USA, and the company that provides the generous apparel packages for the USFA
International teams. If a fencer loses the official USFA warm up within the two years in which it was
awarded, the fencer must pay $100 for a replacement warm up.

The USFA has made available a delegation travel warm up which can be purchased for $75 for
fencers participating in World Cup competitions and Designated Cadet competitions. The warm up is
a basic black warm-up with the USFA logo in white on the back of the jacket.

Team Equipment

Leon Paul and the USFA have entered into a sponsorship agreement for the 2008-2009 season to
provide equipment to the Senior, Junior, and Cadet World Championship Teams. A special
agreement for each athlete from these teams is available from the USFA. This agreement contains
all relevant information and is provided to each team member for review.
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6.3 Selection Criteria

Chapters 7-12 describe the specific selection criteria by weapon. Please see the following chapters
for specific selection dates and calculations of the Senior, Junior, and Cadet Team Point Standings.

Chapter 7 — Men’s Epee
Chapter 8 — Men'’s Foil
Chapter 9 — Men’s Saber
Chapter 10 — Women's Epee
Chapter 11 — Women'’s Foil
Chapter 12 — Women'’s Saber

6.4 Senior World Championships

Tournament Description

Individual competitions for six weapons (Men’s Epee, Foil, and Saber; Women’s Epee, Foil, and
Saber) are held. Each country is allowed to enter up to four fencers in each individual weapon
competition. Team competitions are held in each of the six weapons using the relay team format,
with three fencers on a team plus with one substitute.

Eligibility and Selection Criteria

U.S. citizen at the time of selection who is 13 years old or older on January 1 of the year in which the
Senior World Championships will be held.

The number of qualified teams is limited to 16 teams, according to the FIE Official Team Ranking,
plus 16 teams allocated between the different zones, according to the FIE Official Ranking as follows:
6 from Europe, 4 from America, 4 from Asia/Oceania, and 2 from Africa. Should the organizing
country not have a team qualified, it will automatically have a place among the 16 teams allocated
between the different zones. In case of non-participation of a team, the next country in the ranking
qualifies (FIE Rules, 2006, 0.65).

The National Weapon Coach may select a fifth fencer within five (5) business days of team selection
to join the team solely for the team competition at the World Championships to be available for the
team competition at the World Championships. The final selection of the fifth fencer recommended
by the National Weapon Head Coach will be reviewed by a panel composed of the National Weapon
Coach, a representative from the AAC, the Director of High Performance (or, in his absence, the
Executive Director) and a fencer representative. Any funding that may be available for the fifth fencer
will be the responsibility of the National Weapon Coach (through the weapon squad budget). This
fifth fencer becomes the fourth member of the team for the team competitions and is not eligible for
the individual competition (unless one of the four fencers becomes injured and the fifth fencer for the
team is also the first alternate for the individual competition).

The top four fencers in each of six weapons will be selected according to the Senior World Team
Point Standings as of the date specified in each individual selection criteria in Chapters 7-12. If in the
case of injury or withdrawal of one or more of the top 4 fencers they shall be replaced by the next
person in the Senior World team point standings as specified in each individual selection criteria in
Chapters 7-12 for each weapon.
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6.5 Senior Pan American Zonal Championships
Tournament Description

This tournament is now held every year, a change mandated by the FIE in 2006. It is held under the
auspices of the Pan American Fencing Confederation. The FIE has ruled that these zonal
championships be held between July and November and will be eligible for FIE points.

Eligibility and Selection Criteria

U.S. citizen at the time of selection who is at least 13 years old on January 1 of the year in which the
Senior World Championships will be held.

The top four fencers in each of six weapons will be selected according to the Senior World Team
Point Standings as of the date specified in each individual selection criteria in Chapters 7-12. See
Chapter 7-12 for details on calculating the Senior Team Point Standings.

See chapters 7-12 for selection procedures for the 2009 Senior Pan Am Zonal Championships for
each weapon.

6.6 Pan American Games

CAUTION: It should be noted that the information in this section is subject to change pending
meetings of the Pan American Fencing Confederation and PASO (governing body for these Games),
which will review the regulations governing fencing at these Games.

Tournament Description

A multi-sport tournament for Western Hemisphere countries held every four years, in the year
preceding the Olympic Games. The US Pan American Games team and the sports represented there
are fielded under the auspices of the US Olympic Committee, the organization responsible for full
funding for each of the sport teams. No more than two individuals from a country are allowed to
compete in the individual competitions in each of the six weapons. For the four team competitions, a
country may only bring three fencers for that team competition, of which two will be those fencing in
the individual competition. The individual and team competitions held at the Pan American Games
are the same as those scheduled for the Olympic Games the following year.

Eligibility and Selection Criteria

The next Pan American Games is scheduled for 2011. More information will be available closer to
that date.

6.7 World University Games (WUG)

Tournament Description

A multi-sport tournament held in odd numbered years in different cities around the world. Individual
and team competitions are held for six weapons (Men’s Epee, Men'’s Foil, Men’s Saber, Women’s
Epee, Women’s Foil, and Women'’s Saber).
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Eligibility & Selection Criteria

The next World University Games is scheduled for 2009. See chapter 7-12 for selection procedures
for the 2009 World University Games for each weapon.

6.8 Junior (Under-20) World Championships
Tournament Description

Individual competitions for six weapons and a 3-person junior team championship in each of six
weapons are held. Team competitions are conducted using the relay team format. The six weapons
are: Men’s Epee, Foil and Saber; Women'’s Epee, Foil and Saber.

The official team is composed of three fencers in each of six weapons. In the case of injury or
withdrawal of one or more of the top 3 fencers they shall be replaced by the next person in the
Junior World team point standings as specified in each individual selection criteria in Chapters 7-12
for each weapon. The National Weapon Coach of a weapon may nominate a fourth fencer for the
Junior team within three days of the selection of the team if that fencer is ranked fourth through
sixth (4-6) in the point standings or the highest-ranking cadet fencer at the Cadet World
Championships, who is not already a member of the Junior World Championship Team. The High
Performance Director, National Weapon Head Coach, and representative from the AAC will review the
nomination.

Eligibility
U.S. citizen at the time of selection who is 13 years old and under 20 years old on January 1 of the
year in which the Junior World Championships will be held.

Selection Criteria

The top three fencers will be selected according to the National Junior (Under-20) Team Point
standings for each of the six weapons. See Chapters 7-12 for details of selection dates and
calculating of the Junior Team Point Standings.

6.9 Cadet (Under-17) World Championships

Tournament Description

The Cadet World Championships are held at the same time and same place as the Junior World
Championships with individual competitions for six weapons are held. The six weapons are: Men'’s
Epee, Foil and Saber; Women'’s Epee, Foil and Saber. Each country can enter three fencers in each
weapon. A schedule of the International Championships can be found in Appendix 1.9

Eligibility

U.S. citizen at the time of selection who is at least 13 years old and under 17 years old on January 1
of the year in which the Cadet World Championships will be held.
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Selection Criteria

The top three fencers will be selected according to the National Cadet (Under-17) Team Point
standings for each of the six weapons. See Chapters 7-12 for details of selection dates and
calculating of the Cadet Team Point Standings.

6.10 Pan American Junior/Cadet Championships

Tournament Description

This is an annual tournament for six weapons with a maximum of three per country in each weapon
for each age category. These Championships are held under the auspices of the Pan American
Fencing Confederation. The FIE has mandated that they be held between 15 April and 30 August.

Eligibility
Fencers must be a U.S. citizen at the time of selection. Juniors must meet the age requirements for

the Junior World Championships being held in the next calendar year. Cadets must meet the age
requirements for the Cadet World Championships being held in the next calendar year.

Selection Criteria

Fencers will be selected according to the National Junior and Cadet Team Point standings. Three
Junior fencers in each weapon and one Cadet fencer in each weapon will be selected.  See
Chapters 7-12 for details of selection dates and calculating of the Junior and Cadet Team Point
Standings.
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Chapter 7 — Men’s Epee

7.1 Men’s Epee Designated World Cups for 2008-2009

Men’s Epee Team Selection

Designated Competition | Deadline [Withdraw
Level Level City Country Dates Date | Deadline
Cadet
Cadet |Date Change Budapest HUN 20ct08 |30 Aug 08| 13 Sep 08
Junior Junior Bratislava SVK 11 Oct 08 6 Sep 08 | 20 Sep 08
Cadet Cadet Bonn GER | 25-26 Oct 08 |20 Sep 08| 4 Oct 08
Junior Junior Laupheim GER 16 Nov 08 |12 Oct 08|26 Oct 08
Junior Junior  |Lignano Sabbiadorg ITA 6 Dec 08 1 Nov 08 {15 Nov 08
Junior Junior Budapest HUN 5Jan 09 1 Dec 08 |15 Dec 08
16-17 Jan 09
Grand Priy  Senior Koweit City KUW [ Date Changed |13 Dec 08|27 Dec 08
18 Jan 09
Team Koweit City KUW | Date Changed |15 Dec 0829 Dec 08
23-24 Jan 09
Grand Priy  Senior Doha QAT | Date Changed |19 Dec 08| 2 Jan 09
18 Jan 09
Team Doha QAT [ Date Changed |21 Dec 08| 4 Jan 09
Grand Priy  Senior Legnano ITA 30-31Jan 09 |27 Dec 08| 9 Jan 08
Junior Junior Goteborg SWE 31Jan09 |28 Dec 08| 10 Jan 09
Cadet
Cadet |Date Change Goteborg SWE 1Feb 09 |28 Dec 08| 10 Jan 09
Team Legnano ITA 1Feb09 |29 Dec 08 11 Jan 09
Junior Junior Béle SUlI 7 Feb 09 3Jan 09 | 17 Jan 09
Senior Senior Berne SUI |28 Feb-1 Mar 09 24 Jan 09| 7 Feb 09
Grand Priy  Senior Stockholm SWE 6-7 Mar 09 |30Jan 09|13 Feb 09
Team Stockholm SWE 8 Mar 09 10 Jan 09 | 15 Feb 09
Senior Senior Heidenheim GER | 27-28 Mar 09 |21 Feb 09| 6 Mar 09
Senior Senior Paris FRA | 9-10May 09 | 4 Apr09 | 18 Apr 09
Senior Senior Montréal CAN | 29-30 May 09 |24 Apr 09| 8 May 09
Grand Priy  Senior Bogota COL | 12-13Jun (09 |8 May 09|22 May 09
Team Bogota COL 14 Jun 09 |10 May 09(24 May 09
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7.2 Men’s Epee - Senior International Teams Selection

2009 Senior World Championships: Antalya TUR, Sept. 30 - Oct. 8, 2009

Selection Date: July 2009 Division | National Championships (Final date pending scheduling of Division |
Men’s Epee National Championship competition.

Sum of Group | and Group Il

Group | — Sum of THREE highest points at 1-4

1. NAC Division I: Dec 2008, Jan 2009, April 2009
2 Division | National Championships, July 2009
3. 12/08 — Selection date: Non Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix Competitions
4 Competitions specified in Group Il below not included in Group Il sum
GROUP Il — Sum of the SEVEN highest points earned at 5-6
5. 12/08 — Selection date: Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix Competitions
(maximum of TWO 33-64 results considered in Group Il point calculations)
6. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)

2009 Senior Pan American Zonal Championships: TBD between July 1 & Aug 31
Selection Date: 4-8 weeks prior to tournament start date.

Sum of Group | and Group Il

Group | — Sum of THREE highest points at 1- 3

NAC Division 1: Dec 2008, Jan 2009, April 2009

1. 12/08 — Selection Date: Non Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix Competitions
2. Competitions specified in Group Il below not included in Group Il sum

Group Il — Sum of the SEVEN highest points earned at 4-5

3. 12/08 — Selection Date: Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix Competitions
(maximum of TWO 33-64 results considered in Group Il point calculations)
4, 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)

2009 World University Games. Belgrade SRB, July 2-7, 2009 [Fencing Dates]
Selection Date: April 30, 2009 [unless extension allowed by USOC]

Team point standings computed same as the 2009 Zonal Championships
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7.3 Men’s Epee — Junior and Cadet International Teams Selection

2009 Junior World Championships: Belfast GBR, April 5-13, 2009
Selection Date: 2009 Junior Olympic Championships, February 13, 2009

Sum of Group | and Group Il

Group I = Sum of EQUR highest points earned at 1-5

Under-19 National Championships, July 2008

NAC Junior (Under-20): November 2008 and January 2009

NAC Division I: December 2008 and January 2009

Junior Olympic Under-20 Championships, February 2009
Competitions specified in Group Il below not included in Group Il sum

S

Group Il = Sum of the THREE highest points earned at 6- 9
9/1/08 — Selection Date Designated Junior "A” World Cup competitions

7. 12/08 - Selection Date Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix competitions
maximum of TWO 33-64 results considered in Group Il point calculations)

8. 2008 Junior World Championships (top 16 results)

9. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)

7.3 Men’s Epee — Cadet International Teams Selection

2009 Cadet World Championships. Belfast GBR, April 5-13, 2009
Selection Date: 2009 Junior Olympic Championships, February 15, 2009

Sum of Group | and Group Il

Group | = Sum of FQUR highest points earned at 1-7

Under-16 National Championships, July 2008

Under-19 National Championships, July 2008

NAC Cadet (Under-17): October 2008, November 2008

NAC Junior (Under-20): November 2008, January 2009

Junior Olympic Under-17 Championships, February 2009

Junior Olympic Under-20 Championships, February 2009
Competitions specified in Group Il below not included in Group Il sum
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Group Il = Sum of the FOUR highest points earned at 8-14

8. NAC Division I: December 2008, January 2009

9. 9/1/08 — Selection Date: Designated Cadet competition(s)

10. 9/1/08 — Selection Date Designated Junior "A" World Cup competitions
(maximum of THREE results considered in Group Il computations)

11. 12/08 — Selection Date: Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix competitions
(maximum of TWO 33-64 results considered in Group Il point calculations)

12. 2008 Cadet World Championships (top 16 results

13. 2008 Junior World Championships (top 16 results)

14. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)

2009 JR/CADET Pan American Zonal Championships.: TBD Between April 15 & Aug 31

Pending Final schedule of Tournament
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Chapter 8 - Men'’s Foil

8.1 Men’s Foil Designated World Cups for 2008-2009

Designated Competition| Deadline [Withdraw
Level Level City Country Dates Date [ Deadline
Cadet
Cadet Date Budapest HUN 4 0Oct 08 |30 Aug 08| 13 Sep 08
Junior Junior Londres GBR 18 Oct 08 |13 Sep 08|27 Sep 08
Junior Junior Madrid ESP 15 Nov 08 |11 Oct 08|25 Oct 08
Junior Junior Aix-en-Provencel FRA 23 Nov 08 |19 Oct 08| 2 Nov 08
Cadet Cadet Cabries FRA [29-30 Nov 08|25 Oct 08| 8 Nov 08
Junior Junior Budapest HUN 3Jan 09 |######|13 Dec 08
Cadet
Cadet Date Warszawa POL 11Jan 09 | 6 Dec 08 |20 Dec 08
Grand Prix Senior Paris FRA | 23-24 Jan 09 [19 Dec 08| 2 Jan 09
Team Paris FRA 25Jan 09 |21 Dec 08| 4 Jan 09
Junior Junior Modling AUT 7Feb09 | 3Jan09 |17 Jan 09
Grand Prix Senior Venise ITA |13-14Feb 09| 9Jan 09 |23 Jan 09
Team Venise ITA 15Feb 09 ([ 11Jan09] 25 Jan 09
Grand Prix Senior Shanghai CHN | 1-2 May 09 |28 Mar 09| 11 Apr 09
Team Shanghai CHN 3 May 09 |30 Mar 09| 13 Apr 09
Grand Prix Senior Tokyo JPN 8-9 May 09 | 3 Apr09 | 17 Apr 09
Team Tokyo JPN 10 May 09 | 5 Apr 09 |19 Apr 09
Grand Prix Senior St-Petersbourg | RUS |25-26 May 09| 18 Apr 09| 2 May 09
Team St-Petersbourg RUS 27 May 09 |21 Apr 09] 6 May 09
Date
Senior Senior La Havane cuB Change 3 Apr09 |17 Apr 09
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8.2 Men’s Foil - Senior International Teams Selection

2009 Senior World Championships: Antalya TUR, Sept. 30 - Oct. 8, 2009

Selection Date: July 2009 Division | National Championships (Final date pending scheduling of the
Division | Men'’s Foil National Championship competition)

Sum of Group | and Group Il

Group | — Sum of THREE highest points at 1-4

1. NAC Division I: Dec 2008, Jan 2009, April 2009

2. Division | National Championships, July 2009

3. 12/08 — Selection Date: Non Designated Senior World Cup or Grand Prix
Competitions

4. Competitions specified in Group Il below and not included in Group Il sum

Group Il — Sum of the SIX highest points earned at 5-6

5. 12/08 — Selection Date: Designated Senior World Cup Competitions
(maximum of TWO 33-64 results considered in Group Il point calculations)
6. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)

2009 Senior Pan American Zonal Championships: TBD between July 1 & Aug 31
Selection Date: 4-8 weeks prior to tournament start date.
Sum of Group | and Group Il

Group | — Sum of THREE highest points at 1- 3

1. NAC Division I: Dec 2008, Jan 2009, April 2009

2. 12/08 — Selection Date: Non Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix
Competitions

3. Competitions specified in Group Il below not included in Group Il sum

Group Il — Sum of the SIX highest points earned at 4-5

4, 12/08 — Selection Date: Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix Competitions
(maximum of TWO 33-64 results can be used in Group Il point calculations)
5. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)

2009 World University Games: Belgrade SRB, July 2-7, 2009 [Fericing Dates]
Selection Date: April 30, 2009 [unless extension allowed by USOC]

Team point standings calculated the same as the 2009 Zonal Championships
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8.3 Men’s Foil — Junior International Teams Selection
2009 Junior World Championships. Belfast GBR, April 5-13, 2009

Selection Date: 2009 Junior Olympic Championships, February 16, 2009
Sum of Group | and Group Il

Group | = Sum of FOUR highest points earned at 1-5

Under-19 National Championships, July 2008

NAC Junior (Under-20): November 2008, January 2009

NAC Division I: December 2008, January 2009

Junior Olympic Under-20 Championships, February 2009
Competitions specified in Group Il below not included in Group Il sum

A A

Group Il = Sum of the FOUR highest points earned at 6-9
9/1/08 — Selection Date: Designated Junior "A" World Cup competitions

7. 12/08 — Selection Date: Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix competitions
(maximum of TWO 33-64 results considered in Group Il point calculations)

8. 2008 Junior World Championships (top 16 results)

9. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)

8.4 Men’s Foil — Cadet International Teams Selection
2009 Cadet World Championships.: Belfast IRL, April 5-13, 2009
Selection Date: 2009 Junior Olympic Championships, February 16, 2009

Sum of Group | and Group Il

Group | = Sum of FOUR Highest points earned at 1-7

Under-16 National Championships, July 2008

Under-19 National Championships, July 2008

NAC Cadet (Under-17): October 2008, November 2008

NAC Junior (Under-20): November 2008, January 2009

Junior Olympic Under-17 Championships, February 2009

Junior Olympic Under-20 Championships, February 2009
Competitions specified in Group Il below not included in Group Il sum

Group Il = Sum of the FOUR highest points earned AT 8-14

NAC Division I: December 2008, January 2009

9/1/08 — Selection Date: Designated Cadet competition(s)

(maximum of TWO results considered in Group Il computations)

a. Budapest, HUN, Oct. 2008

b. Cabries, FRA, Nov. 2008

c. Warsaw, POL, Jan. 2009

10. 9/1/08 — Selection Date: Designated Junior "A" World Cup competitions

11. 12/08 — Selection Date: Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix competitions
(maximum of TWO 33-64 results considered in Group Il point calculations)

12. 2008 Cadet World Championships (top 16 results)

13. 2008 Junior World Championships (top 16 results)

14. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)

2009 JR/CADET Pan American Zonal Championships.: TBD Between April 15 & Aug 31
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Pending Final schedule of Tournament
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Chapter 9 - Men’s Saber

9.1 Men’s Saber Designated World Cups for 2008-2009

Designate Competition| Deadline [Withdraw
Level d Level City Country Dates Date [ Deadline
Cadet Cadet Konin POL |13-14 Sep 08 | 9 Aug 08 |23 Aug 08
Junior Junior Sosnowiec POL 12 Oct 08 | 7 Sep 08 | 21 Sep 08
Cadet Cadet Godollo HUN [ 18-19 Oct 08 | 13 Sep 08| 27 Sep 08
Junior Junior Montreal CAN 250ct 08 |20 Sep 08| 4 Oct 08
Junior Junior Dormagen GER 22 Nov 08 |18 Oct 08| 1 Nov 08
Junior Junior Budapest HUN 5Jan09 | 1Dec08 |15 Dec 08
Junior Junior Klnzelsau GER 10Jan 09 | 6 Dec 08 |20 Dec 08
Senior Senior Istanbul TUR 17-18 Jan 09 | 14 Dec 08| 28 Dec 08
Grand Prix|  Senior Budapest HUN 6-7Feb 09 | 2Jan 09 | 16 Jan 09
Team Budapest HUN 8 Feb 09 4 Jan 09 | 18 Jan 09
Grand Prix|  Senior Moscou RUS |12-13Feb 09| 8 Jan 09 | 22 Jan 09
Team Moscou RUS 14 Feb 09 | 10Jan 09 | 24 Jan 09
Grand Prix| Senior Plovdiv BUL |[27-28 Feb 09| 23 Jan 09| 6 Feb 09
Team Plovdiv BUL 1Mar09 |25Jan09| 8 Feb 09
Senior Senior Tunis TUN | 13-14 Mar 09| 6 Feb 09 | 20 Feb 09
Senior
Grand Prix{ Postponed Alger ALG TBD TBD TBD
Team | Postponed Alger ALG TBD TBD TBD
Senior Senior Madrid ESP  (22-23 May 09| 18 Apr 09| 2 May 09
Grand Prix|  Senior Padoue ITA |29-30 May 09| 24 Apr 09| 8 May 09
Team Padoue ITA 31 May 09 |26 Apr 09|10 May 09
Senior Senior |Valencia-Carabobo| VEN | 14-15 Jun 09 |######|24 May 09
Senior Senior Dallas, TX USA | 19-20 Jun 09 | ######(29 May 09
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9.2 Men’s Saber - Senior International Teams Selection

2009 Senior World Championships: Antalya TUR, Sept. 20 - Oct. 8, 2009

Selection Date: July 2009 Division | National Championships (Final date pending scheduling of the
Division | Men’s Saber National Championship competition)

Sum of Group | and Group Il

Group | — Sum of TWO highest points at 1-6
1. NAC Division | Dec 2008 (weight value 1.0)

2 NAC Division | Jan 2009 (weight value 1.1)

3 NAC Division I April 2009 (weight value 1.2)

4. Division | National Championships, July 2009 (weight value 1.3)

5 12/08 — Selection Date: Non-Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix
Competitions

6. Competitions specified in Group Il below not included in Group Il sum

Group Il — Sum of the SIX highest points earned at 7-8
7. 12/08 — Selection Date: Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix Competitions
8. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)
2009 Senior Pan American Zonal Championships.: TBD between July 1 & Aug 31
Selection Date: 4-8 weeks prior to tournament start date.

Sum of Group | and Group Il

Group | — Sum of TWO highest points at 1-5

1. NAC Division | Dec 2008 (weight value 1.0)

2. NAC Division I Jan 2009 (weight value 1.1)

3. NAC Division | April 2009 (weight value 1.2)

4 12/08 — Selection Date: Non-Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix
Competitions

5. Competitions specified in item 8 below and not included in Group Il sum

Group Il — Sum of the SIX highest points earned at 6-7
6. 12/08 — Selection Date: Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix Competitions
7. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)
2009 World University Games: Belgrade SRB, July 2-7, 2009 [Fencing Dates]
Selection Date: April 30, 2009 [unless extension allowed by USOC]

Team point standings computed same as the 2009 Zonal Championships
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9.3 Men’s Saber — Junior International Teams Selection

2009 Junior World Championships. Belfast IRL, April 5-13, 2009
Selection Date: 2009 Junior Olympic Championships, February 14, 2009

Sum of Group | and Group Il

Group | = Sum of FQUR highest points earned at 1-7

Under-19 National Championships, July 2008 (weight value 1.0),

NAC Junior (Under-20), November 2008 (weight value 1.1)

NAC Division I. December 2008 (weight value 1.1)

NAC Division 1, January 2009 (weight value 1.2)

NAC Junior (Under-20), January 2009 (weight value 1.2)

Junior Olympic Under-20 Championships, February 2009 (weight value 1.3)
Competitions specified in Group Il below not included in Group Il sum

Group Il = Sum of the FOUR highest points earned at 8-11
8. 9/08 — Selection Date: Designated Junior "A" World Cup competitions
9. 5/15/08 — 6/30/08: Designated Senior World Cup Grand Prix competitions
(maximum of TWO 33-64 results considered in Group Il point calculations)
Warsaw May 17-18 (Entry deadline = April 10, 2008)
Padova May 30-31 ((Entry deadline = April 24, 2008)
Valencia June 13-14 (Entry deadline = May 8, 2008)
Las Vegas June 21-22 (Entry deadline = May 15, 2008)
12/08 — Selection Date: Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix Competitions
10. 2008 Junior World Championships
11. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)
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9.4 Men’s Saber — Cadet International Teams Selection.

2009 Cadet World Championships: Belfast IRL, April 5-13, 2009
Selection Date: 2009 Junior Olympic Championships, February 16, 2009

Sum of Group | and Group Il

Group | = Sum of FQUR highest points earned at 1-9

Under-16 National Championships, July 2008 (weight value 1.0)

Under-19 National Championships, July 2008 (weight value 1.0)

NAC Cadet (Under-17), October 2008 (weight value 1.0)

NAC Cadet (Under-17), November 2008 (weight value 1.1)

NAC Junior (Under-20), November 2008 (weight value 1.1)

NAC Junior (Under-20), January 2009 (weight value 1.2)

Junior Olympic Under-17 Championships, February 2009 (weight value 1.3)
Junior Olympic Under-20 Championships, February 2009 (weight value 1.3)
Competitions specified in Group Il below not included in Group Il sum
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Group Il = Sum of the SIX highest points earned at 10-17
10. NAC Division I, December 2008 (weight value 1.1)
11. NAC Division I, January 2009 (weight value 1.2)
12. 9/08 — Selection Date: Designated Cadet competition(s)
13. 9/08 — Selection Date: Designated Junior "A" World Cup competitions
14. 12//08 — Selection Date: Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix competitions
(maximum of TWO 33-64 results considered in Group Il point calculations)
15. 2008 Cadet World Championships (top 16 results)
16. 2008 Junior World Championships
17. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)

2009 JR/CADET Pan American Zonal Championships.: TBD between April 15 & Aug 31
Pending Final schedule of Tournament
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Chapter 10 Women'’s Epee

10.1 Women’s Epee World Cups for 2008-2009

Designated Competition Deadline |[Withdraw
Level Level City | Country Dates Date Deadline
971272006
Junior Junior Bratislavg SVK 11 Oct 08 Date 20 Sep 08
Cadet Cadet deidenheif GER | 22-23 Nov 08 18 Oct 08 |1 Nov 08
Date
Junior Junior erbischof{ GER 29 Nov 08 Changed |1 Nov 08
18 Oct 08
Cadet Cadet Modling| AUT 29 Nov 08 Date 1 Nov 08
Junior Junior Budapestf HUN 4 Jan 09 30 Nov 08 |14 Dec 08
Grand Pri Senior Budapestt HUN 16-17 Jan 09 13 Dec 08 |27 Dec 08
Team Budapest| HUN 18 Jan 09 15 Dec 08 |29 Dec 08
Senior
(Changed to a
Grand Priy Grand Prix) | Doha QAT 24-25 Jan 09 20 Dec 08 | 3Jan09
Team Added Doha QAT 26 Jan 09 22 Dec08 | 5Jan09
Date
Cadet Changed |Goéteborg| SWE 31 Jan 09 28 Dec 08 | 10 Jan 09
28 Dec 08
Junior Junior Goteborg| SWE 1 Feb 09 Date 10 Jan 09
Grand Pri Senior Rome ITA 6-7 Feb 09 2 Jan 09 16 Jan 09
Team Rome ITA 8 Feb 09 4 Jan 09 18 Jan 09
Junior Junior Maodling| AUT 8 Feb 09 4 Jan 09 18 Jan 09
Senior Senior Barcelond ESP 14-15 Feb 09 10Jan 09 |24 Jan 09
Grand Pri Senior  paint-Mau| FRA 20-21 Feb 09 16 Jan 09 |30 Jan 09
Team St-Maur | FRA 22 Feb 09 18 Jan 09 1 Feb 09
28-29 Mar 09
Senior Senior uxembou| LUX Date 27 Feb 09 | 7 Mar 09
Grand Pri Senior Nankin | CHN | 15-16 May 09 10 Apr 09 |24 Apr 09
Team Nankin [ CHN 17 May 09 12 Apr 09 |27 Apr 09
Senior Senior Montréall CAN | 29-30 May 09 | 24 Apr09 |8 May 09
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10.2 Women’s Epee - Senior International Teams Selection

2009 Senior World Championships: Antalya TUR, Sept. 20 - Oct. 8, 2009

Selection Date: July 2009 Division | National Championships (Final date pending scheduling of
Division | Women'’s Epee National Championship competition.)

Sum of Group | and Group Il

Group | — Sum of THREE highest points at 1-4

1. NAC Division I: Dec 2008, Jan 2009, April 2009

2. Division | National Championships, July 2009

3. 12/08 — Selection Date: Non Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix
Competitions

4, Competitions specified in Group Il below not included in Group Il sum

GROUP 11 — Sum of the EQUR highest points earned at 5-6

5. 12/08 — Selection Date: Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix Competitions
(maximum of TWO 33-64 results can be used in Group Il point calculations)
6. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)

2009 Senior Pan American Zonal Championships: TBD between July 1 & Aug 31
Selection Date: 4-8 weeks prior to tournament start date.
Sum of Group | and Group Il

Group | — Sum of THREE highest points at 1-3

1. NAC Division | Dec 2008, Jan 2009, April 2009

2. 12/08 — Selection Date: Non Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix
Competitions

3. Competitions specified in Group Il below not included in Group Il sum

Group Il — Sum of the FOUR highest points earned at 4-5

4, 12/08 — Selection Date: Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix Competitions
(maximum of TWO 33-64 results can be used in Group Il point calculations)
5. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)

2009 World University Games: Belgrade SRB, July 2-7, 2009 [Fencing Dates]
Selection Date: April 30, 2009 [pending extension by USOC]

Team point standings calculated the same as for 2009 Zonal Championships
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10.3 Women’s Epee — Junior International Teams Selection
2009 Junior World Championships: Belfast IRL, April 5-13, 2009

Selection Date: 2009 Junior Olympic Championships, February 14, 2009
Sum of Group | and Group Il

Group | = Sum of FQUR highest points earned at 1-5

Under-19 National Championships, July 2008

NAC Junior (Under-20): November 2008, January 2009

NAC Division I: December 2008, January 2009

Junior Olympic Under-20 Championships, February 2009
Competitions specified in Group Il below not included in Group Il sum
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Group Il = Sum of the THREE highest points earned at 6-9
9/1/08 — Selection Date: Designated Junior "A" World Cup competitions

7. 12/08 — Selection Date: Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix competitions
(maximum of TWO 33-64 results considered in Group Il point calculations)

8. 2008 Junior World Championships

9. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)

10.4 Women’s Epee — Cadet International Teams Selection

2009 Cadet World Championships: Belfast IRL, April 5-13, 2009

Selection Date: 2009 Junior Olympic Championships, February 16, 2009
Sum of Group I and Group Il

Group | = Sum of FQUR highest points earned at 1-7

Under-16 National Championships, July 2008

Under-19 National Championships, July 2008

NAC Cadet (Under-17): October 2008, November 2008

NAC Junior (Under-20: November 2008, January 2009

Junior Olympic Under-17 Championships, February 2009

Junior Olympic Under-20 Championships, February 2009
Competitions specified in Group Il below not included in Group Il sum

NogkrwdpE

Group Il = Sum of the FOUR highest points earned at 8-13
8. NAC Division I: December 2008, January 2009
9. 9/1/08 — Selection Date: Designated Cadet competition(s)
(maximum of TWO results considered in Group |l calculations)
10. 9/1/08 — Selection Date: Designated Junior "A" World Cup competitions
11. 2008 Cadet World Championships
12. 2008 Junior World Championships
13. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)

2009 JR/CADET Pan American Zonal Championships.: TBD between April 15 & Aug 31

Pending Final schedule of Tournament
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Chapter 11 - Women’s Foil

11.1 Women'’s Foil Designated World Cups for 2008-2009

Designate Countr [Competition| Deadline | Withdraw
Level d Level City y Dates Date | Deadline
Junior Junior Bratislava SVK 12 0ct 08 | 7 Sep 08 | 21 Sep 08
Cadet Cadet Samorin SVK 18-19 Oct 08| 13 Sep 08 27 Sep 08
Cadet Cadet |Tauberbishofsheim| GER |25-26 Oct 08|20 Sep 08| 4 Oct 08
Cadet Cadet Salzbourg AUT | 16 Nov 08 |11 Oct 08|25 Oct 08
Cadet Cadet Cabries FRA [29-30 Nov 08] 25 Oct 08| 8 Nov 08
Junior Junior |Lignano Sabbiadorg ITA 5Dec08 |310ct08]14 Nov 08
Junior Junior Budapest HUN 3Jan 09 |###H###|13 Dec 08
Junior Junior Lyon FRA 1Feb 09 |29 Dec 08| 11 Jan 09
Grand Prix| Senior Gdansk POL |27-28 Feb 09| 23 Jan 09| 6 Feb 09
Team Gdansk POL 1Mar09 [25Jan09| 8 Feb 09
Senior Senior Turin ITA |21-22 Mar 09| 14 Feb 09| 28 Feb 09
Grand Prix| Senior Marseille FRA [27-28 Mar 09| 21 Feb 09| 6 Mar 09
Team Marseille FRA 29 Mar 09 |22 Feb 09| 8 Mar 09
Grand Prix|  Senior Séoul KOR |15-16 May 09| 10 Apr 09| 24 Apr 09
Team Séoul KOR | 17 May 09 |12 Apr 09| 27 Apr 09
Senior Senior Dallas, TX USA | 21-22 Jun Q9 | #&###4#(29 May 09

Designated Competitions are in BOLD
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11.2 Women'’s Foil - Senior International Teams Selection

2009 Senior World Championships: Antalya TUR, Sept. 20 - Oct. 8, 2009

Selection Date: July 2009 Division | National Championships (Final date pending scheduling of
Division 1 Women'’s Foil National Championship competition)

Sum of Group | and Group 11

Group | — Sum of THREE highest points at 1-4

1. NAC Division I: Dec 2008, Jan 2009, April 2009

2. Division | National Championships, July 2009

3. 12/08 — Selection Date: Non Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix
Competitions

4. Competitions specified in Group Il below not included in Group Il sum

Group Il — Sum of the FOUR highest points earned at 5-6

5. 12/08 — Selection Date: Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix Competitions
(maximum of TWO 33-64 results can be used in Group Il point calculations)
6. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)

2009 Senior Pan American Zonal Championships: TBD between July 1 & Aug 31
Selection Date: 4-8 weeks prior to tournament start date.
Sum of Group | and Group Il

Group | — Sum of THREE highest points at 1-3

1. NAC Division I: Dec 2008, Jan 2009, April 2009

2. 12/08 — Selection Date: Non Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix
Competitions

3. Competitions specified in Group Il below not included in Group Il sum

GROUP Il — Sum of the FOUR highest points earned at 4-5

4. 12/08 — Selection Date: Designated Senior World cup and Grand Prix Competitions
(maximum of TWO 33-64 results can be used in Group Il point calculations)
5. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)

2009 World University Games. Belgrade SRB, July 2-7, 2009 [Fencing Dates]
Selection Date: April 30, 2009 [unless extension allowed by USOC]

Team point standings calculated the
same as for 2009 Zonal Championships
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11.3 Women'’s Foil — Junior and Cadet International Teams Selection
2009 Junior World Championships. Belfast IRL, April 5-13, 2009
Selection Date: 2009 Junior Olympic Championships, February 13, 2009

Sum of Group | and Group Il

Group | = Sum of FOUR highest points earned at 1-5

Under-19 National Championships, July 2008

NAC Junior (Under-20): November 2008, January 2009

NAC Division I: December 2008, January 2009

Junior Olympic Under-20 Championships, February 2009
Competitions specified in Group Il below not included in Group Il sum

orwNE

Group Il = Sum of the FOUR highest points earned at 6-9
6. 9/1/08 — Selection Date: Designated Junior "A" World Cup competitions
(maximum of TWO results considered in Group Il computations)
7. 12/08 — Selection Date: Designated Senior World Cup Grand Prix competitions
(maximum of TWO 33-64 results considered in Group Il point calculations)
8. 2008 Junior World Championships)
9. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results only)

11.4 Women'’s Foil — Cadet International Teams Selection

2009 Cadet World Championships. Belfast IRL, April 5-13, 2009
Selection Date: 2009 Junior Olympic Championships, February 15, 2009

Sum of Group | and Group Il

Group | = Sum of FOUR highest points earned at 1-7

Under-16 National Championships, July 2008

Under-19 National Championships, July 2008

NAC Cadet (Under-17): October 2008, November 2008

NAC Junior (Under-20): November 2008, January 2009

Junior Olympic Under-17 Championships, February 2009

Junior Olympic Under-20 Championships, February 2009

Competitions specified in Group Il below not included in Group Il sum

Nogk~wdpE

Group Il = Sum of the FOUR highest points earned at 8-14

8. NAC Division I: December 2008, January 2009

9. 9/1/08 — Selection Date: Designated Cadet competition(s) (Weight 1.3)
(maximum of TWO result considered in Group Il computations)

10. 9/1/08 — Selection Date: Designated Junior "A" World Cup competitions
(maximum of TWO results may be used in Group 1l computations)

11. 12/08 — Selection Date: Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix competitions
(maximum of TWO 33-64 results considered in Group Il point calculations)

12. 2008 Cadet World Championships

13. 2008 Junior World Championships

14. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)

2009 JR/CADET Pan American Zonal Championships.: TBD between April 15 & Aug 31

Pending Final schedule of Tournament
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Chapter 12 - Women’s Saber

12.1 Women'’s Saber Designated World Cups for 2008-2009

Designat Countr| Competition Deadlne Witharaw
Level ed Level City y Dates Date Deadline
Cadet Cadet Konin POL | 13-14 Sep 08 9 Aug 08 23 Aug 08
Junior Junior Sosnowiec POL 11 Oct 08 6 Sep 08 20 Sep 08
Cadet Cadet Godollo HUN 18-19 Oct 08 13 Sep 08 27 Sep 08
Junior Junior Montreal CAN 26 Oct 08 21 Sep 08 5 Oct 08
Junior Junior Dormagen GER 22 Nov 08 18 Oct 09 1 Nov 08
Junior Junior |Lignano Sabbiadoro| ITA 6 Dec 08 1 Nov 08 15 Nov 08
Junior Junior Budapest HUN 4 Jan 09 30 Nov 08 14 Dec 08
Senior Senior Londres GBR |31 Jan-1Feb 09 28 Dec 08 10 Jan 09
Grand Prix| Senior Orléans FRA 6-7 Feb 09 2 Jan 09 16 Jan 09
Team Orléans FRA 8 Feb 09 4 Jan 09 18 Jan 09
Date 16 Jan 2009
Grand Prix| Senior Moscou RUS | 15-16 Feb 09 Changed |Date Changed
Team Moscou RUS 17 Feb 09 13 Jan 09 27 Jan 09
Grand Prix| Senior Foggia ITA 13-14 Mar 09 6 Feb 09 20 Feb 09
Team Foggia ITA 15 Mar 09 8 Feb 09 22 Feb 09
Date 25 Apr 09
Senior Senior Hanoi VIE | 23-24May 09 | Changed |Date Changed
Date 2 May 2009
Grand Prix| Senior Tianjin CHN | 29-30 May 09 | Changed |Date Changed
Team Tianjin CHN 31 May 09 26 Apr 09 10 May 09
o-/Jun 09
Senior Senior La Havane CUB | Date Changed | 3 Apr 09 17 Apr 09
Senior Senior Dallas, TX USA | 20-21Jun 09 | 15 May 09 29 May 09
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12.2 Women’s Saber - Senior International Teams Selection

2009 Senior World Championships: Antalya TUR, Sept. 20 - Oct. 8, 2009

Selection Date: July 2009 Division | National Championships (Final date pending scheduling of
Division 1 Women'’s Saber National Championship competition)

Sum of Group | and Group Il

Group | — Sum of TWO highest points at 1-4

1. NAC Division I: Dec 2008, Jan 2009, April 2009

2. Division | National Championships, July 2009

3. 12/08 — Selection Date: Non Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix
Competitions

4. Competitions specified in Group Il below not included in Group Il sum

Group Il — Sum of the EIVE™* highest points earned at 5-6

5. 12/08 — Selection Date: Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix Competitions
(maximum of TWO 33-64 results considered in Group Il point calculations)
6. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)

2009 Senior Pan American Zonal Championships: TBD between July 1 & Aug 31
Selection Date: 4-8 weeks prior to tournament start date.
Sum of Group | and Group Il

Group | — Sum of TWO highest points at 1-3

1. NAC Division |: Dec 2008, Jan 2009, April 2009

2. 12/08 — Selection Date: Non Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix
Competitions

3. Competitions specified in Group Il below not included in Group Il sum

Group Il — Sum of the EIVE* highest points earned at 4-5

4, 12/08 — Selection Date: Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix Competitions
(maximum of TWO 33-64 results can be used in Group Il point calculations)
5. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)

*Subject to change, depending on 2009 FIE Senior World Cup and Grand Prix competition schedule
2009 World University Games: Belgrade SRB, July 2-7, 2009 [Fencing Dates]
Selection Date: April 30, 2009 [pending extension by USOC]

Team point standings calculated the same as for 2009 Zonal Championships
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12.3 Women'’s Saber — Junior International Teams Selection
2009 Junior World Championships: Belfast IRL, April 5-13, 2009
Selection Date: February 13, 2009

Sum of Group | and Group Il

Group | = Sum of FQUR highest points earned at 1-5
Under-19 National Championships, July 2008
2. NAC Junior (Under-20): November 2008, January 2009
3. NAC Division I: December 2008, January 2009
4. Junior Olympic Under-20 Championships, February 2009
5. Competitions specified in Group Il below not included in Group Il sum
Group Il = Sum of the FOUR highest points earned at 6-10
9/1/08 — Selection Date: Designated Junior "A" World Cup competitions
5/1/08**- 6/30/08: Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix competitions
12/08 — Selection Date: Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix competitions
9. 2008 Junior World Championships
10. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)

12.4 Women’s Saber — Cadet International Teams Selection

=

© N o

2009 Cadet World Championships. Belfast IRL, April 5-13, 2009
Selection Date: February 15, 2009
Sum of Group | and Group Il

Group I = Sum of FQUR highest points earned at 1-7

Under-16 National Championships, July 2008

Under-19 National Championships, July 2008

NAC Cadet (Under-17): October 2008, November 2008

NAC Junior (Under-20): November 2008, January 2009

Junior Olympic Under-17 Championships, February 2009

Junior Olympic Under-20 Championships, February 2009
Competitions specified in Group Il and not included in Group Il sum

Group Il = Sum of the FOUR highest points earned at 8-15
8. NAC Division I: December 2008, January 2009
9. 9/1/08 — Selection Date: Designated Cadet competitions:
10. 9/1/08 — Selection Date: Designated Junior "A" World Cup competitions
11. 5/1/08**- 6/30/08: Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix competitions
12. 12/08 — Selection Date: Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix competitions
13. 2008 Cadet World Championships
14. 2008 Junior World Championships
15. 2008 Olympic Games (top 16 results)
**Remaining Designated Senior World Cup and Grand Prix, MAY 2008-JUNE 2008

NookrwbdE

Level Level City Country Comp. Dates Deadline Withdraw
Senior Senior Klagenfurt AUT 3-4 May 2008 3/27/2008 4/12/2008
Senior Senior Gand BEL 10-11 May 2008 4/3/2008 4/19/2008
Senior Senior Hanoi VIE 24-25 May 2008 4/11/2008 5/3/2008
Grand Prix Senior Tianjin CHN 30-31 May 2008 4/17/2008 5/9/2008
Senior Senior Havana CcuB 14-15 Jun 2008 4/24/2008 5/24/2008
Grand Prix Senior Las Vegas USA 20-21 Jun 2008 5/15/2008 5/30/2008

2009 JR/CADET Pan American Zonal Championships.: TBD between April 15 & Aug 31

Pending Final schedule of Tournament
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Chapter 13 - Fencer Funding and Recognition Programs

13.1 Fencer Recognition Programs

Participation Certificates

Started at the 2005 Summer National Championships, this program provides a participation certificate
to all fencers competing in individual events at USFA’s Junior Olympic Championships and Summer
National Championships.

Cadet and Youth Performance Recognition

This program is designed to recognize Gold, Silver, and Bronze medalists at domestic tournaments in
Cadet, Youth 14, Youth, 12, and Youth 10 events.

Gold medalists in each of the four events (Cadet, Y14, Y12, and Y10) will be awarded a USFA jacket
the first time they receive a gold medal in a season. These jackets have the USFA logo and “Gold
Medalist” embroidered on them. Gold, Silver, and Bronze medalists in each of the four events will be
awarded a patch indicating their accomplishment. Patches have the USFA logo and indicate the
tournament, medal, weapon, and year.

Both jackets and patches will be awarded on the medal stand at the tournament.

Youth Point Winner

Age group point winner patches are given in each Youth Age group at Summer National
Championships. The age group point winner is calculated as the fencer in each age group who has
had the best two results in the specific national age group competitions. Patches are awarded on the
medal stand at the Summer National Championships.

13.2 Weapon Squad Funding

Each weapon is allocated a specific budget line for which the National Weapon Coach of that weapon
is responsible for developing program allocation. Such allocation is designed to promote the
development of the weapon for international success and can include programs for cadet, junior, and
senior fencers. Weapon Squad Funding has yet to be determined.

13.3 World Championship Team Funding

World Championship team funding for Senior, Junior, and Cadets have yet to be determined.
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13.4 Athlete Funding Programs

Requirements for Receiving Funding

As a precondition for obtaining funding from the USOC (grants or reimbursements), fencers may be
required by the USFA to do any or all of the following:
Agree to Standards of Conduct as promulgated by the USFA
Submit to doping control and drug testing as required by the USFA, FIE, USOC, FISU,
USADA, WADA, PASO, or I0C, or other governing body
Maintain training records and competition records as required by the National Weapon Coach
Develop and maintain an appropriate ongoing training and competition plan in consultation
with the National Weapon Coach
Submit any required records and plans for review by the National Weapon Coach
Submit any required reports for review by the National Weapon Coach
Participate in team training and competition activities as designated by the National Weapon
Coach

Funding Notification and Funds Disbursement

To Be Determined

Senior Funding Programs

To Be Determined

Junior Cadet Funding Programs

To Be Determined

13.5 USOC Elite Athlete Health Insurance (EAHI)

A. Number of EAHI Slots allocated: 18
B. Eligibility and Criteria Approved for EAHI:

Fencers will be evaluated in six-month intervals. First evaluation date will be November 1, 2008. The
second will be determined at a later date.

Eligibility will be determined by the US Senior Rolling Point Standings on the evaluation date. The
top 3 athletes in each weapon per gender on the US Senior Rolling Point Standings on the evaluation
date will be offered the Elite Athlete Health Insurance.

Should one of these fencers decline the insurance, the slot will be offered in the following manner:

The highest-ranking US fencing on the International Fencing Federation (FIE) Senior Rankings as of
the evaluation date that does not already have EAHI or has not already declined will be offered the
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slot regardless of gender. Should this athlete decline the insurance, the next highest-ranking US
fencer regardless of gender on the FIE Senior Rankings will be offered, etc.

Should a tie in the FIE Senior Ranking occur, the US Senior Rolling Point Standings will be used to
break it. A tie after this point will be selected by the High Performance Director based on the athlete
with the highest potential for medals based on previous international results.

No fencer ranked lower than 5™ on the US Senior Rolling Point Standings as of the evaluation dates
will be offered EAHI. No weapon shall have more than 4 athletes enrolled in EAHI.

Athletes will have 45 days to enroll in EAHI by completing and returning the EAHI enroliment forms
provided by the USOC. Athlete s will be considered to have declined EAHI if the athlete’s enrollment
forms are not completed and returned to the USOC within 45 days of receiving notification from US
Fencing. Using the above criteria that slot will be awarded to the next eligible athlete.

13.6 USOC Athlete Support Performance Pool

Details pending final USOC approval and will be posted to the USFA’s website.
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Chapter 14 - Wheelchair Fencing

14.1 Paralympic Games

The Paralympic Games are held in the same year as the Olympic Games. Since the 1988 Seoul
Summer Games, they have also taken place at the same venues as the Olympic Games. In  June
2001, an agreement was signed between the International Olympic Committee and the International
Paralympic Committee aiming to secure the organization of the Paralympic Games. The agreement
reaffirmed that the Paralympic Games, from 2008 on, will always take place shortly after the Olympic
Games, using the same sporting venues and facilities.

The first Paralympic Games were held in 1960 in Rome, Italy with wheelchair fencing as one of the
sports offered. In 1976 the Paralympic Games offered fencing in 2 categories of athletes, based on
the degree of disability, for each event (three men’s and one women's — foil)

The next Summer Paralympics in 2012 will be held in 2012 in Great Britain, London.

14.2 International Paralympic Committee

The International Paralympic Committee (IPC) is the global governing body of the Paralympic
Movement. The IPC organizes the Summer and Winter Paralympic Games, and serves as the
International Federation for 13 sports, for which it supervises and co-ordinates the World
Championships and other competitions.

Visit www.paralympic.org for more information.

14.3 History

Wheelchair Fencing was developed by Sir Ludwig Guttmann at the Stoke Mandeville Hospital. It was
introduced at the 1960 Paralympic Games in Rome and there are 24 countries practicing Wheelchair
Fencing in 2006. From a spectator's point of view, the most striking feature of Wheelchair Fencing is
the fact that athletes compete in wheelchairs that are fastened to the floor. However, these chairs
allow the fencers freedom of movement in the upper body only and the activity is as fast-paced as in
Fencing competitions for able-bodied. Men and women with an amputation, spinal injury or cerebral
palsy are eligible to compete in events including Foil, Epée (men and women) and Saber (men). The
official governing body is the International Wheelchair and Amputee Sports Federation (IWAS).

Wheelchair Fencing in the United States

In the last two years the USFA has accepted the responsibilities of the wheelchair fencing programs
which had been handled previously by Wheelchair Sports, Inc. and the US Paralympic Committee. In
the transition the USFA has been working with the US Paralympic Committee in a cooperative effort
to develop world class wheelchair fencing athletes as well as broaden the base of wheelchair fencing.
US fencers have distinguished themselves in World Cup, World Championships and Paralympic Games
since the program started for US wheelchair athletes in the ‘90’s.
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The USFA organizes one-two NAC Wheelchair tournaments each season, usually held in conjunction
with the December NAC and the March NAC. The Wheelchair Fencing Championships are held during
the week of the Summer National Championships.

The Wheelchair Committee is tasked with selection criteria for international teams, training camps
and clinics, and plans for broader development of wheelchair fencing through expansion of available
coaches to train wheelchair fencing athletes.

The United States fielded its first official Paralympic Fencing team at the 1996 Olympic Games, held
in Atlanta, GA.

14.4 International Wheelchair Fencing Committee (IWFC) Tasks

To train Technical staff and referees in all countries affiliated to IWFC

To refine, govern and supervise the implementation of the international rules of Wheelchair
Fencing.

To develop the international calendar of official wheelchair fencing events.

To establish competition regulations and develop a handbook for official event organizers.
To maintain the official international wheelchair fencing ranking list.

To classify and maintain a database of fencers classifications at international level.

14.5 Wheelchair Fencing

Athlete Eligibility And Classification

Athletes who use wheelchairs are eligible to compete in wheelchair fencing.

There are three divisions of competition, with divisions based upon disability classification. The three
divisions are: A, B, C with each division indicating the degree of disability from least “A” to most
severe “C”. An official classifier for IWAS determines the specific category for each wheelchair fencer.
These divisions are significant at international tournaments but are not considered for US
tournaments. There is one set of competitions at US tournaments for wheelchair fencers in men’s foil,
epee and saber and women'’s foil and epee. The list of fencers and their results and points indicates
the fencer’s level for selection purposes. For the Wheelchair World Championships there are normally
only events for A and B fencers though competitions can be held for the C fencers. For the
Paralympic Games the competitions are only for “A’ and “B” fencers with separate competitions for
group.

Playing area

In the able-bodied sport of fencing, two fencers compete on a 14 meters strip. In wheelchair fencing,
fencing is static. The wheelchairs are fixed in place to the ground by metal frames. The chair is
preferably clamped to both sides of the frame to keep the chair from tipping. The length of the
playing area is decided by the fencer with the shortest arms. This person decides if the distance will
be at his distance or that of his opponent. One arm/hand holds the fencing weapon. The other arm is
used to hold onto the chair when lunging and recovering.
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Rules

The rules for wheelchair fencing include the fixed distance between fencers. The target for foil and
saber competitions is exactly the same as able-bodied competition. In epée competition, the target is
everything above the waist, with an apron being worn below the waist to aid in cancellation of these
touches. Feet must remain on the footrest and the fencer must remain seated (no daylight between
the fencer's buttocks and the seat of the chair). The chair must be fixed at a 110 degree angle to the
central bar.

The main object is the same as able-bodied competition. The first fencer to score 15 points (direct
elimination) or 5 points (preliminary pool play) against the opponent wins. A point is awarded each
time a fencer touches the opponent in the target area. Direct elimination matches consist of three 3-
minute periods. Individual and team events are included in foil and epee for men and women. Saber
events are limited to men.

Equipment

The wheelchair is a primary piece of equipment. It is fixed to a metal frame in the performing area to
maintain stability. The inside rear wheel should be covered by metal detachable shields. The chair
may be cushioned. The cushion may be the same width as the wheelchair seat and have minimum
height of 5 cm and a maximum height of 10 cm.

Fencers who have a significant loss of grip or control of the sword are allowed to attach the sword into
the hand using a bandage or similar type of wrapping. A glove may be worn and binding should cover
sleeve opening. Legs must also be well protected by extra thick clothes or an apron. Athletes
compete with the same equipment as able-bodied fencers. Weapons include the foil, epee and
Competitors are always put on guard in upright position, whether at the beginning of the bout or
subsequently, sitting upright in the centre of the width of their wheelchairs. The sword arms not be
extended, their blades not be in contact, and the points of their weapons will not extend beyond the
front of their opponent's guard.

When a fencer systematically or deliberately anticipates the command "Allez", the referee shall give
the fencer a yellow card on the first occasion and then penalise the fencer by a red card for each
subsequent repetition of the same offence in the same bout. See t.114, t.116, t120.

At all weapons the fencers who attempt to come on guard on incompatible positions, and this is not

resolved, then the referee shall ensure, twice, that each fencer shall raise the point of their weapon
so that there is no contact of blades. The referee will ensure that neither fencer gains any advantage
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from the application of this rule by advancing the weapon significantly beyond the normal "on guard
position™.

When a fencer's feet leaves the wheelchair foot-rest or uses the floor to gain advantage, the referee
will give the fencer a yellow card on the first occasion and a red card for each subsequent repetition
of the same offence within the same bout. See t.28, t.114, t.116, t.120

When a fencer loses balance, or changes sitting position, when the wheelchair becomes

unclamped, securing clips become unattached, or if there is any danger to the fencer or fencers, the
referee, or the spectators, the referee will call halt. See t.29

"Whenever play is to be resumed, competitors are put on guard sitting upright in the centre of the
width of their wheelchairs.

A fencer cannot leave the seat of the wheelchair. A fencer who does this will be given a yellow card
and will be penalised by a red card for each repetition of the offence during that bout. See t.28,
t.114, t.116, t.120.

The referee will appoint two referees to observe fencers to enforce this regulation.

When a fencer loses balance on the attack the referee must immediately call "Halt". Any hit scored
on the attacking fencer immediately preceding this action, or as an immediate riposte during it, will
count as valid.

When a fencer's wheelchair develops a fault, the referee may allow time strictly necessary for it to be
repaired or exchanged. "In the case of the occurrence of any condition associated with the handicap
(e.g. involuntary spasm) the referee may allow, without restriction, sufficient time for recovery. The
referee will use his discretion to prevent unfair advantage being taken of this rule.

To request attention of the referee the fencer will raise the non-fencing arm.

Refereeing and Judging Of Hits

Only officials approved by the IWFC will officiate.
t.34 "The bout is directed by the referee, who may be seated, and must be in a position to follow
the fencing phrases while being able to see the scoring apparatus.

DETERMINING APPROPRIATE DISTANCE BETWEEN FENCERS

"To establish the correct fencing measure, the fencer will sit upright in the centre of the width of
their wheelchairs. One fencer will bend the fencing arm with the forearm vertical and upper-arm
horizontal the elbow pointing to the other fencer, the other fencer with a straight arm shall touch the
inner edge of the opponent's forearm with the point of the foil. Each fencer must try his distance. In
case of fencers of unequal arm length the fencing measure is that of the fencer with the shorter arm.
The latter may elect for a greater fencing measure, but in no case may the measure exceed that of
the fencer with the longer arm. Where there is a dispute, the referee shall intervene and his/her
decision is final.

Fencers with severely restricted movement shall determine the measure by reaching a point 10

centimeters beyond the inner forearm. Where there is a dispute, the referee shall intervene and
his/her decision is final.
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Once both fencers have agreed to the fencing measure, the fencing measure cannot be
changed.

For further information contact Christine Simmons at the USFA National Office at
christine.simmons@usfencing.org
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Chapter 15 - Drug Testing Programs

Domestic Drug Testing

The US Anti-Doping Agency (USADA) is independent of the USOC and the sport federations to ensure
that the sports at the Olympic Games are represented by athletes who are not using illegal methods
or substances to improve their performances. Commitment and cooperation between the USADA and
the National Governing Bodies (NGBs) are required to implement a credible drug testing program.

The US Anti-Doping Agency maintains a complete drug testing and education program, distributes a
Guide to prohibited substances and provides a confidential toll-free Drug Reference Line for
clarification on relevant matters (1-800-233-0393). Information can also be obtained at the USADA
web site - www.usantidoping.org as well as by sending an email to drugreference@usantidoping.org.
All questions regarding substances, procedures, and disciplinary actions should be directed to USADA.

It is the fencer's responsibility to ensure that no substance enters his/her body which is
prohibited by the rules. Even if the substance taken by the fencer is one found in an "over-the-

counter” medicine, it may contain a banned substance and may result in a "positive" finding. Every
fencer who enters a National tournament must sign a statement on the entry form acknowledging
that he/she has been informed of the Drug Control procedure and of the USADA Drug Reference
Line, (800) 233-0393, for questions on any medication the fencer may be taking. The USADA
Hotline may be called anonymously, or you can have your name and sport recorded when making the
call. All inquiries are logged and the advice given is recorded. An advantage of giving your hame
and sport is that you can list the medication you took when reporting to doping control and the
USADA records will prove that you were advised that the medication was not on the banned list.

Drug testing may be conducted at any National tournament at which points are awarded for selection
of international teams. USADA will be responsible for conducting the drug testing and will be the
agency to adjudicate “positive” tests. USADA will also be conducting “Out Of Competition” (OOC)
testing on a random basis of a select group in each sport. For fencing this group will be top fencers in
the senior standings. These lists will be updated periodically. Fencers added to the OOC pool will be
notified with a packet to be completed and returned to USADA.

Those fencers who are on the list given to USADA will be randomly selected for “Out of Competition”
testing and must keep USADA informed as to their whereabouts so that the testing team can find
them if and when their name is drawn for that testing. If the fencer is not found for the Out of
Competition test, it is considered a “failure” and can lead to other problems for the fencer. Fencers in
the OOC pool MUST file a quarterly locator form with USADA. Provisions have been made to complete
this form on the USADA web site. Failure to file this report will jeopardize the fencer’s future
competitive eligibility.
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USFA requires fencers to sign the following waiver to compete in National Tournaments:

I understand that drug testing may be conducted for fencers who compete in this
tournament and that detection of the use of banned drugs would be cause for
suspension for a period of 3 months, 1 year, or 2 years, based on substance
detected. | will lose any national points earned. By registering for this tournament,

I am consenting to be subject to drug testing if selected and its penalties if declared
positive for a banned substance. If selected, | am aware that failure to comply with
the drug test will be cause for the same penalties as for those who are positive for a
banned substance. | KNOW THAT | MAY CALL THE USADA HOTLINE, 800-233-0393,
FOR QUESTIONS ABOUT MEDICATIONS AND BANNED SUBSTANCES OR PRACTICES.
| realize that there are OVER-THE-COUNTER medications that may contain banned
substances and that it is my responsibility to insure that | do not inadvertently take
any medication that contains a banned substance.

FIE DRUG TESTING

The FIE requires drug testing of the medalists at FIE World Cup and World Championships
tournaments. If a fencer’s test is positive the fencer’s national federation will be informed. The
National Federation will then inform the fencer and will work with the fencer to resolve the issues
involved. The principles of drug testing are the same whether done by USADA or by an agency for
the FIE at FIE competitions.

WARNING: The FIE has implemented an additional rule in that a person for whom Sample A is

positive will be suspended with the FIE Executive Committee responsible for taking action against the
fencer involved.
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Chapter 16 - USFA Disciplinary Procedures

16.1 Removal from Team, Loss of Points and/or Funding

General Principals

A fencer may be passed over in selection, removed from a team after selection, denied funds, have
points removed that are improperly earned or lose eligibility for international selection for cause.
Such cause shall be limited to:

Doping based on a confirmed positive of a "B" sample in acc